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Wirterefile, MWoine Xepf. 15 186L
To Maj. Genl, Geo, B, Me Clellan,
General.

in the mansbom hosse of Asa Bedingon, Esg, of Waterville, Malne, a Corparal
af Washingon's Life Guard ai Prinecton, for mear hall a century hang an old musbei, of which the
veteran related the following history: Thai he bore B At (ke shege of Yorkiown, that when remm-
ing mearth he was seni fo ihe Hospltal &1 West Paint, and when discharged Crom ihere, ton le skl
im Bear his gam, he hired & fellow soldier do help bim carey 16 o Wilion, N, H., and agreed o gy
hims therefore a HSard dollar er (he Sasbe; that he woerked eighi davs to carn the dollar bo redecisn
his mumsket., My Bushand, Lio Col. Heath, late of the Sth. e, Vels, his grandson, used (o w88 (58 old
mruskiet hanging on the wall and Lisien, when a child, ia the siory of thie veleran, in his diary
which has been reinrned (o me Crom (he fatal valley of the Chickaheminy | found the Tollewing
stamzas in his hand wrlilng, supposed fo have been wrilien before Yorkiown, which svith the ac-
companying musie, s inseribed to you, whom he oo mich respected, and through you, (o the ar-
my Im whish he fell. The bhrother referred (o is Francis E. Heath, then Capi. in the 3d. Malse
Yols, mew la. Col. of the Dk, Maine Vids,

Weosrs Hrspral il ly
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woros ey COL. WM. 5. HEATH. wusic & G HATCH SMITH.

Image 2 of 5



Corporal's musket/Smith, C. Hatch;Heath, Wm. S.

3

Take down the Unrpnrnlu mis = ket lru grand-sire brot it back
“ The rusi has slow - By set - tled, tn the years that since have [Mown Up =
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York-town, in  the winter, on  a  long and wea -
the good old  barenel, thai omee ke sl = ver whomeg
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biv - ouse was o ver, and the moarch and fight were done,  Thro the
has & quaini and  war waorn Iook e fash-fomn of he wlook Feor -
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mire and sow IH: bare il,i’ur the soldier lov'd his  gun,
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b it by hix fire - !-‘i[i.l' mid the branching pines of Maine, Take
slumb'ring sparks of seven - iy sz, wilh -  jim the sl re - main, Take
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down  the Cor-po-ralk mus = Ket, ] once  a - gain.

daovwn the Cor- po-ral's mus - Kker, a = galn.
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The veteran who bore it, with the soldiers measured tread,
Awalting the great reveille, is musiered with the dead ;
But above the din of battle, upan ihis field of yore
Hixz volce in martial eadence,ealls to arms ! fo arms (Wl e,
And in this dread and fearful strife, that call is not in valn,
Take down the Corporals musket, we need it once again.

v
To thee and me, my brother, comes down the soldiers gun,
It tells & tale of mighiy deeds, by patrlot valor done,
The hurried march, the daring charge, the onset and fhe sirile
Of clashing steel, of -hlll‘?iiillﬂ shell, the stake a nation's 1ile:
Then seizge ones more that well tried gun,which tdle long has Lain
Quick, seize the Corporals mosket, twill help us omce again,
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