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INDIAN STORY AND S0ONG

sunshine.  **It was the pods that mede me as 1 om:
biamse them, if you will!™  And he gave a sigh of
satisfaction, "CHEI™

The music carvies the story well.  The swing of
the last six bars suggests his shrug of irresponsis
bility.

—_— e

THE OLD MAN'S LOVE-S0ONG.

Earny in the eentury there lived an Omaha Ind-
fan, a tall and comely man, gifted with a fine
voice anid o good memory, amd whoe was greatly ad-
mired by the men and women of the tribe. Al
though genial with every one, he was reserved ; and
mone knew all that had tramspired in his life or that
occupied his thoughts. He was a prosperous. man.
His bdge was well supplied, for his skill 23 a
hunter was equal to bis valour as 3 warrier,

Years passeid; and bere amd there a silver thread
glistened in his black hair, the {urrows decpened in
his handsome foce, and more and more hig thoaghts
seemed o dwell oan the past. One day he was
heard singing a love-sang of his own composition,
and gossip became busy ns to what this song might
mean. His actions threw oo light on the mystery.
He was the same kind husbamd and father, the same
diligent provider, and he seught no new companion-
ship. Mevertheless, at every dawn he went apen
tha hill mear his bodge; and, while the moming star
hung like a jewel in the east, ke sang the melody
carrying the words, —

= With the dawn | seek thes 1™
w

e
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INDIAN STORY AND S0NG

The young men caught the tene, and sang it as
they wooed the makdens; and the old man smiled as
he hexrd them. *'Wes, they are right,' be mid
It is a love-somg. "'

He grew to be a very old man, an old man
with a levo-seng, until it was only when the wam
days came that he could slowly climb the hill at
dawn, and, alone with the breezes and bards, greet
the new day with hiz song, that both kept and re-
vealed his sccref, — the secret of a love, like the
radiant bow, spanning the whole horizon of his life.
At last 3 time came when his voice was no longer
hezsurd,

The temder cwlences of his song, frasght with
human kope aml human feeling, still linger, asd
to-day awaken echoes across the barriers of time
and race.

\“"sToRY OF THE WE'-TON SONG.

Maxy Indian tribes balieved it pessible for ome
person ko affect another through the power of the
will. This beliel gave rise to peculiar customs and
ta 2 class of songs called, in the Omaha tongue,
We'-tom, composed and sumg by womsen for the sele
parpase of exerting this power for the bemefit of
absent warricrs,

Unless the village was attacked, women did mot
take active part in war. When the men went forth
ona long journcy to mect the encemy, the women
remnained at home, attending to domestic duties.
“Their thonghts, howewer, wera with the absent ones;
anedl, umider the incentive of the belief in will power,
they would gather in groups at the lodge of the
Leader of the war party, amd in the hearing of his
family would sing a We'-ton song, which should
carry strength to the faravay warriors and help
thom to win the battle

The words of these songs do mot reveal the pur-
oSG for which :h(::,r were sung, it being one of the
peculiarities of the Indian never 10 cxpatiate upon
that which to him is apparent. The gathering of
the women at thoe budge of the Leader of the war
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