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Note.. Words and Melody from “Bahama Songs and Stories' by Charles L. Edwards,

Fh. D., published for the American Folklore Society by Houghton, Mifflin Co,Boston. In

the text there is an obvious survival of an old English evening prayer, sometimes called

the “White Paternoster] which Halliwell-Phillips reprinted in his “Rhymes of England]

page 105:
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
Guard the bed that I lie on. ;
Four corners to my bed, .* i
Four angels to my head,
One to watch, one to pray, ; !
And two to bear my soul away, 4

This little prayer is universal in Germany and plays a large and beautiful part in Humper-
dinck's opera “Hénsel und Gretel” |
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