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INTRODUCTION

M bringing the frst year of The Wa-Wan Press toa close, a few words will
nat be amiss regarding ideal caterprises in goneral, thelr practicability and
impracticability, success and filure. The whale purpose of any ideal enter-
prise is to bring into actual existencs sommething that existed previcusly enly
as an idea in the mind of an individeal or & number of individuals. To do

this i swceess: not to do it iz fallure. Let us not confuse thia, the essential,
with the merely conventional success of keeping an enterprise alive indefinitely,
regardiess of whether or not it was worth whils te have swmrted it, or, if itwas,
whether or not it has ootlived its original necessity for being. An ideal, to be
something more than & mere scheme, shoald concern itself with the heights and
depthe of some quality, as beauty oF happiness, —not with Time, nor its compan-
iom in tyranny, Space. The moment that wo take counsel of these treacherous
adwlsers, Time and Space, we sow in the ideal plan the seeds of its own destius-
fion. We are loat the moment that we say of ony ideal enterprise thay it will
spread througheut the world, and that it will last forever. We arc equally lost
if wee say that bt will spread throsghout America, of Massachusctts, or Hewton
Center, and will last for ten years. We occessarily work (and play) in Time
and Space, but we must make some little pretense of not seeing them. In taking
it for granted that they will behave &8 we believe they should, we reckon without
our hosts. If aystematically left alone, bowever, they are ob loager tyrants, but
good Follewa, and afford us the basls of oll enjoymont in 1k And S0 we have
not attempted to make oursclves believe, or pormitted ursclves to say, that The
Wa-Wan Press would eventually revolutionize American musical conditions, or
even perceptibly affect them, or that it would continae te grow and Hounah in-
definitely, for the renson that wo nat oaly did not and could mot know, bat could
nat knaw if It were well that it should! A tree or a leal of grass, each & very
ibeal enterprise, has o natwral lfe-impetus which will cause it wo fill up a certain
space; and live until it kas sccomplished a certain end. S0 has any other ileal
enterprise, its expansion ond duration of life depending upen the inberent vitaliy
of the idea, and the question of whother or pot it has fulflled the end for which
it was created.

The iden which sought realization in the form of The Wo-'Wan Pross was
simply that of bringing from obscurity into print #uch works of our own com-
posers ns sprung from thelr untrammelled imagiration, were tochnically good,
and essentially warth while in conception, —a considerable numbes of such works
being knawn to exist in masuseript. Therefore our succesa of failure must be
measered in terms of the <xtent 1o which we have accomplished this. The
idea of bringing forward the Indian music may be included in the foregoing state-
ment of our ohjeet, for, fortunately for the Bigh plane upen which theis ast of
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song rested, the Indians were not reatricted by acsdemic rules or publishers®
demands, and the composer, in expanding these primitive, yot vital expressions,
has not fele himaself similarly bound in * Dawn *' and  Ichibuzzhi' The degree,
bt follows, in which we have succceded in realizing the original dea will depend
upon an estimate of the worth of the warks published, and this is not to be
hastily made, There is Edgar Stillman Helley's * Israfel,” with its tawering
architectonics (which for five years the poblishers would not, and for Bve more
could sot have) ; Harvey Loomis” * Hark | Hark ! the Lark,” with its surpassing
purity of style, and the * Moon Shower,” with its intensity of mood; Henry
Gilbert’s © Salammbe,” with its apparently seckless harmonic luxuriance and
Oriental color, and in the present volume his o Fifteen Men,” from Stevenson's
' Treasure Island,” which smells & salt a8 any music siree  The Flying Dutch.
man " there 38 Heary Waller's © Splrit of Wine,"' with its meladic breadth and
directness of expression, — these, and others beside, Who shall say sow what ¥
place thess songs may not take in our musical literatuze, or how deeply they may
not be loved as thoy become maore widcly known? It is Interesting, too, to pode
that the general character of these works, despite individual exceptions, is differ-
ent fram that of the music of other lands, and that the free and daring imagina-
tive qualitics which they exhibit are not the results of mere despairing seaseh for
new and startling efects by men wearied with a weight of snfruitful and evers
powering traditions, but instead give imtermal evidence of belng spontancous
creative cxpressions. Here s now strength bailding cpen new ground, singu-
larly free, In the main, from eviderce of the rough hand of the pioneer, — indes
pedent of old-world prejudices, yet rememboring old-world victories, fearless
and yet willing before criticism and suggestion, and, most truly American,
beliewing in {861l with an intense and unshakabie belief, born not of Ignarance,
naivens. or callow enthusiasm, but of an assuring consclouaness of primal sanity
anil strength. A
Nevertholess, enterprisca, like many good people, are not fully sware of their
own purpose at the outset. And so, through The Wa-Wan Press, we have
tearned that an ldesl enterprise may lavolve mot merely a single idea to be re-
alized, but & group of Meas which assert themsolves as the work progresses.
Samce the partial carrying out of our first iden, we Brd curselves sciuated by
others equally forceful, such as the carrying of certain podnta by the united efarts
of composers, and the necessity of commereially fustifying the printing of serieus
meritarious works by unkrown native compadcts, Woe therefore enter into the
sepond year's sctivity of The Wa-Wan Press insplred by a deeply-groended fith
in ocur composcrs and music-lpvers. and, ns well, by swakening needs for the
Future.
Our sabscribers will deubtless be interested to have a glimpse behind the
scenes, and witneas some of the phases of humaos ratare revealed in the depths '_
of oar letter-fles. Commendatory words from teachers and papers are all too
much alike to be interesting ; we wish thelr weiters wonld fnd mew and charae.
teristic ways of cxpressing themaelves. 'We are truly happy only swhen we recelve
n communication like the following, which comes from a Mew Yorkes wha, in an-
other portionof his letter claims to speak * oaly as an amateur.”  He writes. = It
would give me pleasure to give support to any enterprise that was warthy of it,
but I cannot soo that anything ia te be gained for anyone by fostering a mistaken
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enthiaiaam, however creditable in its aspirations.”” Ancther correspondent writes
in most friendly spirit and *all for the best,” to the editor as harmonizer of the
Indian melodies, — “ Pardon me, but I say that you are (90 . . . 90 wasto your
time in arrangements of that kind."”" We noed not say bhow deeply we are hlled
with regret and dismay at this realization of mdataken enthusissm and wasted time.
Mevertheless, the +* Indian Melodies " have made a quicker and more universal
appeal, and have efeated o lorger demand than anything we have yet published,
Herr Engelbert Homperdinck, as noted for gentality as for gemiua, writea from
Berlln that he fnds them very interesting and (as & German would scarcely
expect) acceptable to European ears, and wishes to know wihen we are to publish
the songs of Eskimos, He ndds that now that we have bocome puablishers (ke
kas known us before only as stroggling compoters) we will betome wery fich, and
ke hopes that we will i have tho favor 10 make a good business with him.™ Thas
evidences of the culture of the American Indian begin to supplant the tales of
scalps and torturcs which have constituted heretofore nearly the whele stock in
trade of his European reputation.

Rudolph von Liebich, out at the Reyereft Shop, wrote recently to o friend
of his, the letter coming to our notice later, that “ Such works as * Ulalume * and
'Balammbe's Invocation® give one renewed pssurance that here indeed is the
Lard of Pramise For the future of music os well as all the other arts.'” And
David Blsphaen writea that he considers Eldorado and Iarafel * moat remarkable
songs ' and will include them in his programs. Such mile-stones of genuine
appreciation serve to keep us in good splrits as we travel on & road that guides us
aften among landslides of disbeliel and through sand wastes of dull, unfertile
approbation, that we strive in vain to macadamize and comwvert into good road-
bed.

Issuing alone, however, from a supreme height that knows neither the sullen
Interference af space nor the turbulent ravages of time, and reserved 10 cheer us
in darkest moments, ks the following letter from an ex-prima-denna In a town
with the name of which we were not previcusly familiar. It is addressed to
s Mr. Ben Jomson, Newton Centes, Mass, care of The Wa-Wan Press.” and
hales its long since Wwell-belaurelled addressee into the contemparary straggle for
fame in the following terms : —* Dear Sir: For five dollara, I will include youar
song, * Drink to Me Only with Thine Eyes,” in my new catalogue of phonograph
records, and will alse send you & record of the same. Yours sincerely, ete.”™
Our files afarding nothing to surpass this, it is time to put them ap and draw the
curtain Before this littke dramo of cross.purposss and canllicting vlew. points.

In the initia] issues of our second year, December, rgoz, we will have pleasure
in presenting, among other things, & number of melodious and sympathetic sct-
tings of pecms from Robert Louois Stevenson's ©* Child's Garden of Versea."

A_F.
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THE SPIRIT OF WINE.

WiLLiaM ERNEST HENLEY.
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