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man with the hats, or, The mosquitoes [sic] revengea burlesque melodrama in four acts/Birch, John

THE MOSQUIROES

Aa. BURLESQUE MELODRAKA  Im  FOUR ACTS

BY JQHN BIRGRH

; I an about tc: play a Blood and Thunder
Nelodrame in Four Acks entitled "The sosquitoss Revenge”
To wnderstand thie play you must depend a great deal on

your lmagination as I play everything in the drama even
te the Mosgultoss WATCH THE BATS

{IXTRODUCTION)

Enters the VILLIAN (Pute on hat) This is the old wans houase,
I wanted to secure a grasp on thls hauvghiy bankerand now I've
guccaeded, he cannct meet the mortgage and there 1a but cone

thing that will stey my hand, that is his daughter 's promlse
%o become my wife.

Tnters THEY OLD EAN (Puts on hat) Another day and atill no gleanm

of hope,if Roger Bleckleg refuses an extension of tire I ax lost,

that mension which I built will pass from my hands and mwy

veautifvl daughter will be howeless.

The Villianfinmt bus) Goed evening sir,having but & few moments

to apere I way ss well pegln and weke tmown my buslness bere to day

I ax in poed of roady cash and wust forclose the mortgage.

The CLD ¥AN (HAT BUS) Then sir I ax ruined and howeless.

The Villisn (Hat Bus) This is your hour of nced and I can assiat
vou,I bave loved your pretty daughier long and woll-

0Ly YAYW (Hat Bus) Stop 5ir! Do you wish me to foroe my ohild
1nto an odious merriage? Ko a thousand times nel

ohe Villdan (us' BUS) You have thrown awsy the chﬁnce I have
oifored you everything w411 Dbe sold without meroy

o1D ¥AL({Zat Bus) Do yowr worst felse friend I see you mOW
in your txue colors? Exits Cld an.

apersms oEY HEEROTNE (Puta on Tlady's BATY ;
:hLéib - (tat Bys) Cne worant ¥isg -This honfétcaﬁ ﬁ? miifiifs¢
B ot o 5 into the hands of strangers—lary listen hou;
B to‘paag our ,—1 have loved you gincorely fEOﬁltngore
il 1éviusiéiaiéi§fer ;Bﬂ & howe of luxury—ccnai&er wal

I met ¥

3val-Think of
w1 will brook 1o rive
« {ipal anpswor LW
you glve me your
your Patherd
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HEROINE {Hnt Bus) Ny father would never ask his chlld to wake suck
& eacrifice, we can share poverty together! Tet me Pass Sir!

villian (Het Bus) Stey'Remember thile estate oan be wmine at any
liowent*

TEROINE (Mat Bus) I suspected you were a villlan Now I ar swre of it.

Vvi1lian(Est Bus) Those words from you' they burn into umy sovl
1ike mclten load '{Grabe Her)

HEROINE ¥x&  (BaiBus) [Struggle) Release me sir or I will call’
for HELP HELP!

Inters UHE HERC {(Bat Bus) Unhand that wowsn you Villien'

Villian (HAT BUS) What rlght have you to Interfere?®

BERC (HAT BUS) The right of every man to protect a woran '

villden (Ea% BUS) Curse you I'll get even with you for thist
EERC( EAT BUS) Do your worst Rogor Blackleg T dofy vyou!

Come Mary (Both Fats EZxit)

viilden(Bat Bue) Curse you Jack Seywowr I'L1 lave you in wy power
sooner than you oxpsct {¥histles)

(mters with CAP on) (VILIIANS ACCOMPLICZ)  BLIFKER ~ WellCap,
what new dlrty work do you want mwe %o dofT

 ¥il1lien(BAT BUS) I want you to set fire to that house,xill the

old man and aceuse Jauck Seymour of the cyine'!

e ——

BLINKER (CAP BUS) What kill that old wantuet gave me food when

I was hupgry? 70 I'1l EAGLGED Iir I ot

Villian{EAT BUZ] Tou forget you axe in wy power 'The Prison

gates are yawing for you'

PLINKEZR (CAP BUZ FALLS OF Ki®2e) Oh dont send we back to prison!
1%l do your dirty work'

villian(BAT BUS} Thats right-low you're sensible— Bere talke a
drink to steady Four RoXvee.

BLINKER (CAP BUS} HC' I will novex teke o drinkss lomg 88 I live!?

villian (HAT BUS) Drink I say'

BLINKZR (CAP BUS) All right Cep

Viliisp (AT BUS)Here disguise yourself with Jacks ¢igarette he
1ef%t behind-Low Jack Seymour we'll see who holds the trump card
YOU or I' (BAT OFF CAT R}

BLINERE (CAP CR) Thiy cigerctte will ddsguise me =Now to set fira
to the bouse unnd during the excitement killthe 0ld mwan .
T2UTs OF BEROE AT )~I wonder whore I left wy cigarette?iLOOaa}

AL nover mind I huve enotber.
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Enters OLD MAX (HAT BUS) HEIF'HELP' I'w Stebbed *(Falls)
EFTERS EVERYBCDY {Throws on a lot of hats)

¥ARY (BAT BUS) Fatber who stiabbed you?

0LD MAW(BAT BUS) A Man with a cigarette!

VILLIAE (EAT BUS) Thoen it was Jack Seywour for SiF he bas a
cigarette in his hand!?

HERC ({BEAT BUS) Y0U LIE ROGHX BIACKING IT IS A PIPE STRENY,
1 Smashese pipe ster ou stage. Puts on different HATS to show
different attitudes of the characters assuwmed.

{The BERO strikes apicture of defiance {CURTAIL)

ACT 2

HERC Here i am im prison oondeumwed to death for a crime I
never corritted I oould face = thoussnd desths and fece ther
like & man, but to be hanged iilke n dog, nearly drives me mad?
There 1ls one hope! Enters the feithful servant (Puts on EAT)

HEBRO (HAT BUS) What time do you go off duty?

FAITEFUL SERVAFY In ten minutes wessa (EAT BUS)

_ BERO(EAT BUE) Whet time 1s It now?

FATTHFUL SERVANY (BAT BUE) Half passt nlne o'clock umssa e T
RERC (EAT BUS ) Do me & favor and I will give you this pocket-

book contalning £ 200.00

F~5 [HAD BUS) What is it meseal?

HERO (H B) A% 10 O'olock station yourself outsilde that window
at the tenth stroke of the olock I willcome %o that window
raise this lantern s¢ snd you must fire—fire here at ny forshead?

P & (E B] FIRE! KILL you massa Whos been &0 kind to me? FO I'1l
DIE firaet?

WeRo (B B) YOU xust it will save we Ixomw & worse death,here
take the mwoney'’

F S (5 B) A1l right messa I hate %o do 1t

HERO (EB) Now I shall rob that villian of the satifactlon of
geeing me hanged'

TNTERS THEE HEROLNE (HAT BUS) JACK!

EERO (BAT BUS) MARY (Embrace bus)

EEROTEE (BAT BUS)Ob JACK 1% you die I will mot oanno

R0 (HAT BUS) Hay kaxy you ruet live to wire ou:ttigcztain on
wy nawe € am condermad to death put I shall éutw a

1 survive you
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HEROINE (E B) Ab how by escape T

HERO (E E) ¥o by & more welcome daath, at TEF o'elock I shall

that window raise that lantern and ss the last stroke gquivers ix
the air & friendly builet from the outside wille

HBROIVL {E B}EQ E0 WERCY TO!

VERO(E B) Yes Yos HARY' I
LHTERS TER JAIIBE (PUTE 0F CAP){RAYTING CLAIES) Gent with an crdari
LHTERS TEY VIDLIAN(E B) 80~ Tweapped at last! '
ERRC {B B) Leave this place st once or I shall disgrace uyself

by etriking you. {
YILLIAW(H B) If you do Jack Seymour I will have gou arrested, '
HEROIFE (E B} It is 1ike you Roger Blackleg to cowe and gloat
over the mischilef you have made,I can forgive the mwan wheobeldly

f£ights enofher,but he who crawlls in the night and atrlkes hise

rival in the dark 1s a wreich boyond abuse.
i
VILLIAE (E B} 4b Mery see how basty you are to wisjudge: Icaws '
poy +o gloat over my vietin as you term 1t,but to bring good

news, I have here v free pardan.
ERRC [E B) A pardom?

VILLIAR (E B) Yes, the conditlon is,thet you wigm this docurent,
& confession of your guilt.

THERC (H B) I will not sign the papers'do your worst 1 defy you'

VILLIAE (E B) Very well, at sunrise you will be shot'
HEBRO (B B~ RINGS BELL) AU WTEE CLOCK STRIKEES'-The bars arxe loose
Ah BA I Zscops you Hoger Blacklesg!
VIILIAY (F B} I will call for heolp!

HEROINE (H B) STAKD BACE'I am & deaperaie womar and willkill you
1ik¥e adog if you prevent his esoape frow this barroom?

YIIIIAN(E B) 'S ESCAPING RELP'ERIP (Y aHOOLS) AR I'w SEOL. ()
T

(FATLS & STRIXEDS VARICUS FRIOUURES" {CURTAIN]

ACT &

(PRICOE COURTYAR: IN RUSSIA )

UERO BEROTNE & VILLIAT DISCCVERED

EERC ¥ % B) Ab Mary I thought when we escaped to Hussia vie were
out of thet villians clutches,but l¥s no usc.

YEROTF: (E B) On Roger Elsckleg o you I sppeal,pouse before
you have the crimwe of wurder onm your scul.
4711 concent to become XY wife.

: 0
VIILIAY (B B) He dies wnlesBqV
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_TeReINE (E B) Upon me a ropresentative of the UNITED STATES

man with the hats, or, The mosquitoes [sic] revengea burlesque melodrama in four acts/Birch, John

L.
-

BERCIEE (B B)Impossible he will never accepd his life or such terms,
VILLIAR (E B) $hen he shall DIS

BEZROIBE{E B) Thon we shall die together’

VILLIAN (E B) Soldiers seperate them{LRB])

HERO (E B} Stand back Villian youw shall moed pollute her with your
touch*

VILLIAN(H B} This painful scene wust snd gqhickly,let us proceed,
Prisoner by the martlal law of REUSSIA you bave been condeuwmed %o
death, ere the last peneliy. be pald have you anything to say?

BERO(E B) You sre cormitting a foul murder and if T had o
TEOUAANT lives I1'd DEPY YCU!

VIILIAL (E B) Flindfeld him?
BERG (H B} Fo I will die like a scldloey,fscing his foes!

VIILIAY (H B] foldiers? nnxnxstaxthﬂmxfﬂ B] ATOERTICE x¥=mxR:
Present arms at the word THREIR FINE' CFE-TWO =[He

FEROINL(H B Does "HOESE EFFECT”) HOLD ECID I sA!
VILLIAX (¥ B) Useless I'w resolved .

VILLIAF (E B) Stand bsck or rewaln at your peril SoldliergCiE IWO=-
BEROINZ (H B) Upon Jack feymour ap AVERICAL Bubject’
VIILIAL (E B) Sten sside I say or I fire upon you all’

EEROINE (¥ B} Then upon this(PULIE GUY FLAG) THE AMERICAE FLAG
FIRE IF YOU DARE' (STRIKES VARIOUS ATTITUDES FOR CURTAIN)

ACT 4

A ROCEY PASS IN EUSEIA
(HOWES axd YRLIS "OUDSIDE]) ¥mters the VITLIAY ~Curses on therx ,
they 'll show me no meroy,though hunted 1ike adog,Il'llrevenge
uyself 1ike atiger— I'1l outwit theu yot = whate that? soweone
is coming(Xides]
SHTERE TEN HIROINE & EERC(EH B) YOU wait here ¥ary and Tr

return, apd should any danger threaten you,teke my revolver,

to protect yourseli-Good bye Swootheart.
this is to UB.ReVW different

renoIns (B B) Oh what & chenge all
EEROINE (B B) we ever return?®

to the old happy lifeln Americe shall
VILLIAT(E B) Ite a great pity you over left there ¥ary Hope!
CHEZROIRE (B B) HOO®R BILACKIZG!

VILLIAR(F BJAt lest you are in uy power ewesr to follow me
quiétly and I will spare you!

EZROINE (R B} I'd rether dle EiNpYHyLpR!

VILLIAV (¥ B) (EOVLS) The winerg are Soenéfin
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we to # a,fly with we - refuse, and I will lay you lifeless
at oy fest.

HEROIVE (B B} A1l right T consent!

VIILIAR (H B) Ah mine ¥ine Hothing shsll vert us Come ¥ary Come!

HEROIEZ (B B) Core and take we if you dare'Brop that knife,or
wowran as I ax I will blow your brailns out!

VILLIAN(E B) 1 OF EKE::G) XYercy FARY ¥eroy!

BEROINE (E B) Whet merey did you show me or mwine? what woray
ghall I show you? None None'!

@k VILLIAT(E 3) CH spare my life!

HERCIBE (¥ B) Cowsrd'youw would have ﬁoomedrthe wn I love
to a fate worse than death— was It nmot though yomr periury
that he was led out for exccution and would have been shot
down, but for the dear old flag of the UBITID STADIS?
VILLIAR (E B) Bave morey I did it allfor the love of you— ' ;
Curge you gilve me that pistol!
EETERE TEL EERC(E B)At last Roger Bluckleg we are face to face,
_¥ _BOWZE) The wincrs whor you have betrayed are thirvsting for
your blcodt

VILLIAK(E B) TC BC I'n not fit to DIR?
HERC(H B) Fit to die~ mo not fit to 1ive'There ismo one in
the world to pity or helyp you(HOWL:) —

VILIIAX(E B) Ch do mot lesve we to their fury they will tear
mwe o pieces'

BERO(E B) GO ¥ ¥CEGIVY you,,and way we mever meet again.

VIILIAK({E B} I bave nothing to dofend wgself.

HERC({Y BlHore take ry revolver.

VILLIAR{E B) Curse you take that and that{UiT:8 70 8BCOT
{GIVLE ILITATIUN OF MOSJUGITO:E CLAPE HIESELF FATLS)

HEROILE(E B) ROGHE BLACRLZG I8 DEAD!

EERO (EH 2) Yos ¥E¥s HE'S BRER STUNG T0 DEATH BY TEHE

¥CAQUITO:E . ) - P

ARTERS EVERY DODY ~ELa¥s A FRER PARDCL FOR JCE EEYEOUER

e IATS JERAY~ How KARY 71 go back to

{Throws up HATS) EURRAI~ How HAEY we o T

Jorsey to raise mosquitoes (Drops CurteinBULLET PECOF VEXINS

"he BULOX of this pley depends on the BATE &s each

E-B
BAT represents the different Character ageuned.
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