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one man vaudeville showa comedy sketch/Cook, Joe
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Vi ONY Lall VAUDKVITLY SHOW

/
A Comedy Sketenh written by Joe Cook v Produced at

Hermersteints Theatre, New York City, Dctober 13, 1914,

Characters
Orchestra l.eader
lLiagiclan
ellie
Father +11 played by one man,
City Chap
Liusical Yoke

Ventriloquist

e e e £ e P e e e

Mme. Cuckoo.
gcene: Small asbestos curtain in one. (Lan enters carrying violin
smull tormenter and chair,

- Hello Customers, I wu going to inflict upon you my Lurlesque
version of a Gne Man Vaudeville Show. You are about to witness an en-
tive show from start to finish with three carloads of speclial acenery.
(ruts chair in center of stage and tormenter over to one side)., Now,
the Tirei thing ims the orchesira coming oul of the pit. Yoﬁ knowhow
ey coie out of that litile door down there., (Imitates orchiestra com-
ing out of cellur.) Did you ever notice them. Parden my back. (Sits
in eneir with back to audience, tunes up violin, looks around house
and plays shorlt overture. (Asbestos curtain rises.)

L-Thut's tne overturve., MNow the firsti turn on the progran is a
wigleiun - one of those fellows who would not deceive you for the
world. Jllright,

Liag .= Ladies and gentlewen, I am going to perform for yuurlﬁmuse-
ment tuis afternoon, several fewts in the art of ledger dermain or

elght of nang, Ly first experimeet will be with an ordinary pack of

&
o

playing cards., I would like to nave some gentleman in the audience
«indly call osut a card and T will endeavor to find the card cnlled out
snile tite pack is pluced behing my Yuck. ow any card in the pack--
any one in ihe nousc. ( ¥men in someone in sudience calls for a card

we stows back of card)
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lmag.~ That's correct, ky next experiment is known as the "Latch
Safe Lystery". I have uere an ordinary match safe, two auply vackets;
I will place the safe in the left hand pocket, and without placing
either nand in elther pocket, T will endeavor to make the match safe

"pass over to the right hand pocket. (Snépa finger). The match aafe
is new in the right hand pocket, but the niost mysterious pert of the
trick is to make the matech safe return to the original or left hund
pocket, which I will now endeavor to do. (Snups finger). The match safe
is now buck in the original pocket. (Pulls mutich safe out of pocket).
lag=. Ly next and last experimmnt will be an imitation of Ching-
Ling Tood, the famous Sweedish corn docter, meking a man appear before
your very eyes, (Tekes red cloth, goes over to side of stage, and
Lrings man to center of state to sppearsethen goes over to little tor-
menter and tskes turee bows,) '

L-Now the next iturn on the program is a melo-dramatic skectech writ-
ten by Ldna vhecler Silksox., There is speclal scencry wvith this, Vfait
until ,uh'qcc it. (Takes suall plece of scenery representing hiouse with
aign gpainted on it - "The 0ld Dedstead" Trog under drop and pluces it
in center of stage. Imitates curtain going up with arm. ) -

L=That's the curtain going vp. What did you think it was.

Father- I wonder where my little daughter Nellie is tonight. Gong
rings three times back of stage).

Father-Ten minutes of seven. The last time I seed Nell she was
;wiy about that hign. (Holds hand few inches from stage). I haven't
qeen lJellie now for over 150 years., She must be almost grown up by
this time, Why nere she comes now, tripping over tue hill with & smile
on uer neck, { Small door opens in scenery)

Futher- Hello Nellile,

Nellie-Hello Father,

Fether- Where have you been Hellie?

Wellie- I have been away to the city Father,

Pather- You've been away to the city,iellie? Speak up che-1ild.
et da you want to ask your old daddy?

Hellie- Father I want you to meet my swectheart.
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Father- all right Ugllie, ﬁrin; up that City Chup.(Door opena again),

Father- So ycu nave come back. Why you, you didn't do right by tihat
Lr little gal when you took 'er away from me and these here rnountains,
but by the 3ods, I'1ll settle accounts with you now., (Father chokes ima-
sinery man and imitates éurtain descending with arm),

e That's the finish of the sketch. (Small piece of scenery is
pulled from under curtain),

i~ That's the finish of the acenery. And now we have & refined young
fellow, doing a musical act, (In bowery dialect),

Lusiclian - Ladies and Gentlemen: I am now golng to pgive you me re-
fined society entertainment., Tae firat number will be on the American
banjo. 1'm going to show you, ladies and gentlemen, that real music can
ve produced with this instrument, (Plays piece cn banjo). Mernext num-
ber will be on the Hiwaiin Luculiptus, cheapest instrument of ite kind
in the world. At first all I could play was (plays cord #1). Then I
lesrned how to play (plays cord ;2). 4and at first all I could olay was
{plays cord #1 until later on with great practice, I accomplished
(now plays cord #2). And mind you that (plays cord #2) thats much harde
er than (plays cord #quplnyq piece on euculayly and imitates violin).
And now the only instrument of its kind in this country, the Austriilian
Woozophione, Ite the only instrument of itis kind in this country, and
I cull your especial ettention to the tone and technigue of the instru-
ment as iis the only inetrument of its kind in this country., Of course
there may have several of these over in (name some local town) but not
in inis country. (8tarts to play yankec-doodle and sneezes). Iy golley,
there's 8o nucn draft connected with this instrument that you catch
cold wrhen you play one. I'11 play you sometlning a bit nore serial,
(Plays Mow Dry I am), (Now plays Sliegh Bellw and drops picture of
4ilson and siun reading "Applause" and imerican flag in front of bvells,
Goes aver io Little Tormenter, lights cigar, places hat on hnecd and
drupgs sign reading "Intermdission” and exits,

L=ANnd now we have a ventriloguist., (Lnters with dummy.

Cene Well idezewsa, my boy how do you Teel this evening, {(Leg drops
off duumy and is tied back on)., Volce back stage says "Pretiy well, thank

you,"
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Ven-That's good. I hear you can throw your voice. (Voice back stage
answerew; Oh, yes sir.

Ven-Well myrboy, I'1l tell you what we'll do. I'11l call over 1o
ithe side of the stage and I want you to throw your voice over there and
snswer the call. Hello Hank, (Voice at the side of mtage answers Hello
linnk § .‘

Ven- Very good my boy, and now throw your volce on the other side
of the stage. (lLian back stage runs across stage and ventriloguist throws
dutay off stage).

L-Now the next and the last act in the program is a young lady on
the bhigh tight wire, whose stage name is lme. Cuckoo. ller real name is
siaie O'Brien, and ahe is the only one of her kind in tnis country. ’
(Does burlesque tight-wive act). (Picks up violin, sits in chair and
plays exit ;marcn as small asvestos curtain descends. Picks up cunair

and Small Tormenter, and exits.

Finish,
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