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had asined any gifte to him it was contrary to his mmdc
and itwas altogether unknown to him, that is the hole
truth, and acorden to the beste of my knolidge he then
declared itin these words."

Third.
—

"The testimony of Jacob Hurd aged 39
years or thereabouts, testifyeth & saith that he was

present when John Burrage sined the deed of gifte to
his son WilliamBurrage, Baring date the 23'd ofoktober
1678 &did before that tiem &att that tiem &after that
tiem several years aperhend the said John Burrage
above menshend to be a very eras!Braend Man."

By these papers, which have been lying unnoticed in
the Probate Office nearly two hundred years, we have a

history in brief of a sad family tragedy. The father,
towards the close of a long, laborious life,after having
endured the privations and hardships encountered by
the first settlers in the inhospitable wilderness and
bleak climate of New England, meets with the greatest
calamity that can befall any human being. From the
testimony of Francis Hudson, it appears that the acci-

dent which occasioned the loss of his reason occurred
about 1672. In1677, as we have seen, his son, John,
Jr., who, judging from the records, was a promising
young man, had died of the small-pox; and now, one

year after that affliction, comes another trouble into the
unhappy family. The eldest of the two surviving sons

appears to have taken advantage of his father's mental
incapacity, to get possession of nearly all his property,


