
49LETTER OF EBEN APPLETON.

for his arms, "Argent afess sable between three pomgranets
gules, slipped and leav'd vert" Crest,

"
an Olivants hed

conped sa tusked ear'd or, witha serpent writhed about

his noz vert" On the adjoining leaf was the pedigree
of thfe family of Isaack, into which Thomas married.

There is littledoubt that the name of Appleton is of

Saxon origin.* (Apelton, —Saxon, orchard.) Itwas
known as the name of places before the Norman
Conquest, as it occurs in different parts of "Domes-
day Book," both inYork and Norfolk, as

"
Appletuna,

Appletona," &c. Ifind the name used for persons as

early as 1216, (Henry III.) Mabilia de Apleton, &c.
The Christian names being all Norman, as William,
John, Henry, Edward, &c,the family are probably of

Norman descent, and took their name from the place
where land was granted them.f Itappears to have
been variously spelt even during the same period.
Little attention was paid to orthography in the early
times of English history. Itis spelt Apylton, Apil-
ton, Apelton, Apeltun, Apulton, Appulton, Apetone,
&c. In the old county histories of Kent and Essex,

*
The following is found inBosworth's Anglo-Saxon Dictionary:—

JSpl, apl, reppel,
—

an Apple, fruit.
Ttr/N,

—
a hedge, garden.

Cymel,
—

A Kernel, grain.
appletun, apuldertun,

—
an apple-garden, orcliard.

JEppel-cymla, appel-cyrulu,
—

A pomegranate.

tThierry says, the use of two names, a Christian and a Surname, was introduced
into England with the Norman conquest. Mabile refused to marryRobert, a natural
son of King Henry 1., because she would not marry a man who had but one name.
The King obviated the objection by making himEarl of Gloucester.
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