A Brief Qutline
of the Order of the
Golden Fleece

1429 to 1809

SPANISH ORDER.

AUSITRIAN ORDER.

“HISTOIRE de 'ORDRE de la TOISON d’'OR Depais son
Institution jusqua’ la Cessation des Chapitres Generaux ™ par le
Baron de REIFFENBERG Bruxclles 1830 [Vol. of Plates in
folio] This history of the order of the Golden Fleece from 1429 to
about 1700 begins with: Sommaire L'ordre de la Toison d'Or
was instituted at Bruges Flandres January 1oth 1429 by Philippe le
bon duc de Bourgogne [Burguady] & who married (3d time) the
same day the Infanta Elisabeth (Isabelle) daughter of John King
of Portugal, Philippe was the first CHIEF of the ORDER of
the GOLDEN FLEECE—he was duc de Bourgogne, duc de
Brabant, duc de Limbourg & duc de Luxembourg—Pair [Peer]
de FRANCE, comte de FLANDRES, comte d'Artois, comte de
Bourgogne, comte de Hainaut, comte de HOLLANDE, comte
de Zelande, comte de Namur, & comte de Charolois. Marquis
de 5t Empire, Holy Roman Emp., Seignenr de Frise seigneur de
Salins & seigneur de Malines. His Court was the most brilliant
and gorgeous in all EURCPE  The center of ART LITERA-
TURE and the skilled fine-arts Courtiers prelates schalars and
soldiers came from all countries to see and study in this centre of
culture and medieval civilisation. He rivaled his Cousin the
KING of FRANCE and cutshone the Court of ENGLAND
He was the most powerful and puissant nobleman of his time and
was In reality king though preferring to call himself “ duke of
BURGUNDY ” His son CHARLES le Hardi, Bold, succeeded
him in 1467 & was killed at Nancy 1476-7 HHe was the second
CHIEF of this ORDER. His only child—daughter & heiress of
all his possessions succeeded and became the most powerful al-
liance sought after in Europe. Marie de Bourgogne was duchesse
de Brabant etc. comtesse de Flandres etc. she died when 26 years
of age. In 1477 she married MAXIMILIEN archduke of
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