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1558 the Chiefs were the Spanish Kings. When Austria acquired
the Spanish Netherlands in 1715 the office of Grand Master was
claimed as going with these provinces. The dispute remains un-
decided.

The Order
Philippe

"
le Bon," being moved thereto with devout zeal to

undertake the conquest of the Holy Land, founded this order of
Knighthood. The SOVEREIGN is he to whom the dukedom of
Burgundy doth lawfully descend. The number of these Knights
at the first election were four and twenty, besides the Sovereign;
all of Noble blood [afterwards increased by Emp. Charles V].

—
Their Habit a cassock ofcrimson velvet and over ita mantle of the
same, lined with white which openeth on the right side, and is
turned upon the left over the shoulder, embroidered round about
with a border of FLAMES FUSILS and FLEECES, and a hood
of crimson velvet on their heads. The collar is of gold wrought
of flames and fusils, with the Toison or figure of a Golden Fleece:
which Jason won at Colchos or as some suppose Gideon's Fleece,

which signifies Fidelity or justice uncorrupted. And this COL-
LAR or TOIZON they are obliged —

upon a penalty—always to
wear, not to make any Alterations, and to sell or exchange it is
deemed most unlawful. The SOVEREIGN hath in Himself
authority absolutely to give and bestow this Honour, when and to

whom he pleaseth, And whosoever entereth into the said dignity,
must first renounce all other Orders of Knighthood—

nevertheless
all Emperors Kings and Dukes are excepted, unto whom it is
dispenced, that they may wear the Ensigns of this order, if they
be the Chief of their own Order. These with other Statutes and
Ordinances the Knights are sworn to observe and keep. The Day
of their Assembly . . . was once in three years unless the
Sovereign otherwise pleaseth. To this Order doth belong four

principal Officers viz: a CHANCELLOR, a TREASURER a
REGISTER and a KINGat ARMS called

"
TOISON d'OR."

[FROM GUILLIMP.-at-A. 1724.] This Order was ranked
then, as now, the first and Highest in all Europe. The CHEVA-
LIERS take precedence of all save KINGS. They enjoy great
honours and privileges. The Chancelier Germain bishop de
Chalon, and an old Chronicle both assert that Philippe founded the

ORDER upon the exploit of GIDEON a Judge in Israel after
1300 B.C. who slew the Midianites & used the miraculous fleece.
Also to encourage his subjects to take great care of their flocks,

whose wool formed a great part of the country's wealth. Thus

representing patriotic bravery and home industry. The statutes

also declare the recipient must prove four generations of noblesse
both paternal & maternal The armoiries of the Chevaliers were
placed in the Church. The number of knights is not limited to-

day. The ORDER was conferred from the foundation to our

own times upon gentlemen of the highest distinction, such as
statesmen, generals, princes, kings & Emperors. In fact it is
more highly prised than any other decoration. Ithas more of an
international character than orders usualy possess. The histories


