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win some time before his last sickness left word in this office that
in case of Mr. Delano's death, the article should be used, and it is
a curious and touching coincidence that both should die the same
day.

At eight years of age he removed to Ohio in the care of imme-
diate relatives, who settled in the county of Knox. His boyhood
was passed in the lighter avocations of the farm, joined with per-
sistent devotion to study. He pursued his elementary education
at such schools as were at that time available, acquiring a common
school education and a fair knowledge of the classics. His love
of history was all-absorbing, and at the age of eighteen he had
perused such standard historical works as were then at his com-
mand. With a seriousness becoming his disposition he began
thus early to consider how he should make his way through the
world, and what pathway would lead him from obscurity to a use-
ful position in life. After due consideration he determined to

undertake the study of law, and with that purpose, in1829 entered
the office ofHosmer Curtis, then a noted attorney practicing at Mt.
Vernon, Ohio. After three years of close application and study he
was admitted to the bar in 1832, and immediately commenced the
practice inMt.Vernon.

His success was immediate. He had the good fortune to be
employed as junior counsel ina local suit involving important legil
questions and considerable estate. Having been left by an acci-
dent to the sole management of the case, he was triumphantly suc-
cessful, and thus gained a reputation, the immediate effect of which
was his election as prosecuting attorney ina county adverse to his
politics. He served his full term and was re-elected, but shortly
afterward resigned on account of his official duties interfering with
his general practice. His constant attention upon the courts for
a period of ten years, his unbounded success as an advocate, his
thoroughness and integrity as a lawyer, met with ample reward
and he was recognized among the foremost inhis profession.

Politically, Mr. Delano has ever been opposed to slavery, and
the Democratic policy. He sought no office while pursuing his
profession, yet he was the exponent of the Whig party in all local
contests. Located in a district strongly Democratic, there seemed
very little hope for political preferment or promotion. In1844 he
was unanimously nominated by the Whigs for congress, and was
elected over his Democratic competitor by a majority of twelve,
notwithstanding the Democratic candidate for governor received a
majority of over 600 in the same district at the same election. Mr.
Delano took his seat in the Twenty-ninth congress in 1845, and did
excellent service on the committee on invalid pensions. This was
an epoch in congressional history. Contemporaneous with Mr.
Polk's administration, it comprised men of great experience and
ability. Mr.Delano immediately took rank among the foremost
leaders and debaters in those eventful times, and his career was
successful and brilliant. His district having been changed, he was
not a candidate for re-election, but returned home to close up his


