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province of Fricsland. A primeval forest, figuratively styled by the inhabitants
heIZwartewoude (the Black Forest), then stretched across that part of the Neth-
erlands, north of the
city of Leeuwardcn.
Now only a few scat-

tered groves diversi-
fy the level landscape
where formerly the
vast wood was im-
posingly conspicuous.
The westward range
of this dark forest is
stillindicated on maps
of the province by its
early geographical ti-

Zwartewoude. 1tle,

The ensigns ar-

morial orcoat-of-arms
of the Frisian Swart-
wouts emblematically
represent not only the
woody locality of the
patrial manor, but also
the political freedom
which they originally
enjoyed as possessors
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of the extensive estate of Zwartewoude. The right of emblazoning on their
war-shields the proper figure of an alert deer bounding across a grassy glade

1Zwartc, also written swartc, a Dutch adjective, meaning black, and agreeing with the neuter sub-
stantive woude, also written wont, of the same language, signifying a wood or forest. There is also a
Dutch noun, /tout, expressing wood or timber as material. The Dutch words woud and hout are closely
allied in meaning to the German terms woldor wald, and holt or hols.

Zwartavoude or Zwartcivold', the present tract of land bearing that name, is described as lying in
the canton of Holwcrd, arrondissement ofLceuwarden, district of Ferwerdcradeel, quarter ofOostergoo,
in the province of Fricsland, bordering northwest on the highway from Hijum to Hallum, northeast on
the Hallum canal, southeast on the Hallum meadows, and southwest on the Hallum lake, and having an
area of five English acres and certain fractions of an acre. ("Zwartewoude of Zwarteivold, streek
la/ids, prov. Fricsland, kiv. Oostcrgoo, griet. Ferwerdcradeel, arr. Lceuwarden, kant. Holwcrd;palcnde
N. ]V.aan den rijweg van Hijum naar Hallum, N. O. aan dc Hallumervaart ,Z. O. aan dc Hallumer-
mieden, en Z. IV.aan het Hijumcrmcer, en eene oppervlaktc beslaande van 5 bund. 65 v. r. 50 v. ell.")


