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trators which included such eminent personages and scholars as abbots, pre-
fects, commendators, deans, a prior, and several lords.  The constitution of
this arbitration commission, it is related, was made an occasion for the singing
of *“a great number of triumphal songs.”!

The preamble of the record of the awards made by the commissioners sets
forth the purposc of their appointment and the way in which they gave pub-
licity to their decisions :

“We, the arbitrators or friendly adjusters of the differences arisen between
the Frisians, on the one side, and the city of Groningen, on the other, and their
abettors, * * % % hefore whom the said dissension was finally compromised
by the oath of cach party that they would stand to our decision, no less by an
assenting unanimity, which we have made known for a perpetual remembrance
of the matter, for the present as well as for the future, that having shared in the
determination of each party, we ordain and promulgate for the good of peace
and harmony.”*

One of the most sweeping of the different provisions of the decree was
evidently that relating to the fortifications of the city of Groningen: “In the
first place, that the people of Groningen, in consideration of the honor of the
Frisians, shall pull down from the foundation the stone wall of their city, from
the Libbinge gate, included, all the way to the tower nearest the west gate,
Botteringe gate, also included, with all their intermediate parts, and that the
people of Groningen shall put in place of it a wooden wall with gates of wood.
Also that they shall reduce the six fortresses.” Other requirements of less
note, to e obeyed both by the Groningenburghers and the Frisians, are re-
cited in the instrument, as also arc enjoinments for the payment of compensa-
tory sums of money. The sealing of the decree and its publication are particu-
larized in the closing sentences of the instrument :

“ In perpctual remembrance of all which testimony and the carrying out of
the martter the seals of the countries of Frisia, Hunsingo, I'ivelgo, Drenthe,
Groningen, Vradewold, Langewold, Hummerse, and the Eight Parishes are
appended to these presents.  Given and published by Selwert, in the year of
the Lord one thousand three hundred and thirty-eight, in commemoration
of the Blessed Paul. Wherefore we, the other compromisers or arbitrators
aforesaid, are contented with the aforesaid seals.”?
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