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It would seem that Tomys Swartwout, in 1658, intended to engage in a

mercantile business in the city of New Amsterdam, for, on February 28, that
year, he solicited the Hoard of Burgomasters and Magistrates to grant him"the small bur^fher-ripfht, and took the oath in court, siVninpf an obligation for
twenty gilders, beavers payable for it." ] Evidently, in order to reside there
with his family, he purchased, in the following year, a lot on the corner of
Broad and Beaver streets, which, by a miscarriage of other investments, he was
compelled shortly thereafter to return to a creditor of the original owner.

Having for many years vainly solicited letters-patent for the land occupied
and cultivated by him at Midwout, he received, on March 7, 1661, from Di-
rector-General Stuyvesant, the long-desired instrument of writing, placing him
in legal possession of his farm of fifty-eight movgens, or about one hundred and
sixteen English acres. 2 Intending to change his residence to Wiltwijck, he
sold, on March 15, 1661, one-half of this farm to his friend and neighbor, Jan
Snedeker. Tomijs Swartwout's signature is found in the original record-book
of the Reformed Dutch Church of Wiltwijck, attesting the former membership
in Holland of a woman who became a member on that day of the church in
that village, lying on the Esopus Kill.'3 He is also named in the baptismal
register of the same church, as a sponsor, on January 8, 1662, for his son

Roeloff's second son, Antoni. Tradition relates that he returned to Holland
(perhaps after the decease of his wife), where he died.

'Records of New Amsterdam. Edited by Bcrthold Fernow. 1897, vol. ii.,pp. 342, 343.
In lieu of money, a good merchantable beaver-skin had at that time a value of six guilder's, or

that of two dollars and forty cents, present money.
2 Ibid. vol. Hi., pp. 27, 48, 94, 95, 115.
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3 History of Ulster County, New York. By Nathaniel Bartlctt Sylvester. 1880, p. 62.


