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"About thirty-six hours" after leaving Pittsburg, as deposed by Matthew
Lyon, Colonel Burr overtook his boat, and they "lashed together to Marietta,"
where a few miles below that place was the island, the northern part of which,
the adventurous Irish barrister, Ilarman Blcnncrhassett, then thirty years of age,
had purchased in 1798, for four thousand five hundred dollars. There, as it is
related, "

he contrived to expend forty thousand dollars (nearly all his fortune)
in building a house of original ugliness, and in laying out grounds remotely
resembling those of country houses in the old country."

"
Colonel Burr had heard vaguely that some eccentric foreigner lived upon

this island, and, from curiosity only, landed and moored his floating home to

the shore. Learning that the lord of the isle was absent, he and his companion
strolled about the grounds awhile, and was about leaving when Mrs. Blenner-
hassett sent a servant to invite the strangers to the house, as her husband would
soon return. Burr replied by sending his card, and declined the invitation as

he said curiosity alone had induced him to land. The lady, upon learning the
name of the stranger, came out to see him, and so pressed him to stay that he
yielded, dined with the family, conversed with them till eleven in the evening,
and then continued his voyage.

* * * *""

14 At Louisville, then called 'the Falls of the Ohio,' he again overtook
Matthew Lyon. 'There,' as remarked by Mr. Lyon, 'Irepeated to him that
the delay he had made had ruined his prospect of election as that prospect de-
pended solely on domestication. At the falls he changed his liat-boat for a

small boat, which he ordered to Eddyville, (where Ilive) and rode to Nashville.'
"

The newspapers described his arrival and reception there as one of the
most magnificent parades that ever had been made at that place. They con-

tained lists of toasts, and great dinners, given in honor ofColonel Burr. Every-
body at and near Nashville seemed to be contending for the honour of having
best treated, or served, Colonel Burr. This Ihad expected, and when Colonel
Burr called on me, on his way from Nashville, to his boat, Iinquired ifany-
thing had been said about his election. He answered, '

Not one word.' 1
observed that he ought to think no more of it. In answer, he said, he had
little doubt of being elected a delegate from Orleans Territory, but he would
choose to be a member, and insisted that Ishould write to a friend of mine
(who had paid him the most marked attention) to see if the thing could yet be
set on foot, and to inform him he would be a resident in Tennessee. At the
time of the election, he requested me to communicate the answer to him at
Natchez. Icomplied with his wishes; the answer Ireceived being unfavorable
to him.

"Mr. Lyon adds, that what he did for Colonel Burr was almost wholly dic-
tated by his friendship for General Wilkinson. Being asked whether he


