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“ Several British war vessels appeared off the light-house at Sandy Hook
in the aftcrnoon of the twenty-sccond of January, 1813, The new fort there was
not yct ready [for occupation], and the only forts to prevent their entrance to
the harbor [of New York] were those on Staten [sland. At Fort Richmond,
the advance fort, every man was at his post. The furnaces for heating balls
were made rcady, and everything prepared to give the admiral a warm recep-
tion, but he declined it.

“ The city was frequently alarmed by signal guns, showing that the encmy
was off Sandy [Took and an attempt to proceed up the harbor might be looked
for.

“ Brigadier-General John Armstrong, who had command of New York
since the eleventh of August, 1812, was appointed secretary of war on the
thirtcenth of January, 18r3.  The command of the city then devolved on Col-
onel Henry Burbeck, of the United States artillery, he being the sentor United
States officer in the district. * * % ¥

“ Volunteering was rapidly progressing. Nearly five thousand militia were
fully armed and equipped to defend New York city., They were watching
and waiting for an attack, * * ¥ ¥

“ During the month of January, 1813, the volunteer corps, which had been
recruited for the defence of New York city, were as follows:

Lieutenant-Colonel A, Sitcher, artillery. ... ... ... 1,200 men
Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Swartwout, artillery. ... . 1,000
Colonel Samuel Hawkins, artillery.. ... ... oo &
Lieutenant-Colonel Jasper Ward, nfantry. ... ... .. 500 ¢
Licutenant-Colonel Alexander Denniston, riflemen... sco

“ On the fifteenth of March, Governor Tompkins’ report of the situation
stated: ‘It is possible that 3,500 troops in actual service are now stationed in
and about the harbor of New York, consisting of 250 regular artillerists (exclu-
sive of the recent recruits in the city and its vicinity), of Colonel Hawkins' regi-
ment of volunteers about 1,000 strong, and Colonel Sitchers’, of the same num-
ber, and a consolidated regiment of volunteers about 1,000 more men. These
volunteers are, by the terms of their enlistment, engaged for the defence of the
city and harbor of New York alone, and are not liable to be ordered elsewhere.

“ The first brigade of state artillery, a very well-disciplined and spirited
corps, which has seen three months’ service, can probably, upon emergency,
turn out at least 8oo effective men, and the veteran corps and other associations
at least 200 men,"' !
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