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year was made a freeman of the place. There he married Sarah, the eldest
daughter of John Watson, a prominent settler. John Seymour, an ancestor of
Governor Horatio Seymour of the state of New York, married her only sister,

Mary. When Deacon John Merrill died in 1712, eight of his sons were living;
several of whom, in 1736, drew lots in the distribution of land by the first pro-
prietors of the town of New Hartford. It is said that, in the records of that
town, the surname, Merrill,has titled many holders of important local offices,
and that the cognomen is found more than any other upon the headstones of
graves in the different burial grounds.

The deacon's son, popularly known for many years as Lieutenant John
Merrill, wedded, on September 29, 1694, Sarah, daughter of John and Sarah
Lyman Marsh. Aaron, their fourth son, married in West Hartford, on April
9, 1740, Esther, daughter of Samuel Richards. Their second'son, Ebenezer,
became, on October 6, 1766, the husband of Sarah, the third daughter of James
and Thankful North Hart, ofNorthington. Her father was a descendant of Dea-
con Stephen Hart, an ancestor of Mrs. Emma (Hart) Willard, the foundress of
the Troy Female Seminary. 1

Ebenezer and Sarah Hart Merrill moved from West Hartford in 1769 to

Canaan, Connecticut, and later to the town of Addison, Vermont, where Henry
Swartwout married their daughter Sarah, born in Canaan on March 20, 1781.
His father-in-law served the people of the town many consecutive years as a

justice of the peace. He was a devout Congregationalist, and until the close
of his life persisted in wearing knee-breeches and continental hats.

The industrial enterprise of Henry Swartwout led him after his marriage to

engage in the business of manufacturing the running gear of vehicles in a build-
ing in Troy, purchased by him, formerly standing near the northwest corner

of First and Division streets. The exemplary patriotism and valor of his
father in the revolutionary struggle influenced him and his brothers, Cornelius
and James, to take creditable parts in the war of 18 12-15. As has already been
related, Cornelius had served before the outbreak of hostilities in Lieutenant-
Colonel Adam Yates's regiment, of Rensselaer County militia, from June 4,

1808, to May 24, 1809, when he was promoted to the rank of captain in the
One Hundred and Fifty-fifth Regiment, from which position he was promoted
on March 2, 1814, to that of quartermaster of the brigade ofRensselaer County
militia, commanded by Brigadier-General Gilbert Eddy. His brother James,
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