
CHAPTER 111.

ISRAVE MEN ON LAND AND SKA.

THK settlers in and near Schaghticoke were sufficient in number in 175 1 to

justify the organization ofa Reformed Dutch Church at that place. A small
house of worship was built by the congregation, but it was shortly afterward
burnt by an invading body of French Indians. In 1760, another meeting-house
was erected near the Ketelhuyn homestead. It is described as one of wood,
forty by sixty feet, having low walls and a high-pitch roof. A conical steeple
with a conspicuous weather-cock crowned its east gable. At the west end of
the interior was an octagonal pulpit, small and elevated, in front of which
stood in high relief a narrow desk for the voorlczer or reader.

The first registration of the name of a member of the church at Schaohti-
coke appears under the date of November 27, j75 1. Among the early entries
of baptisms is the record of the christening, on June 17, 1764, of Neeltje, daugh-
ter of William and Anneke TollKittle(Ketelhuyn), the witnesses being Daniel
Kittle and his wife Saartje van Schaick.

Douw, the fifth son of Lieutenant Daniel Ketelhuyn, became a member of
the church on June 19, 1 769, at the age of sixty years ; his wife, Neeltje, daugh-
ter of Jacobus and Maria Bovie Brouwer of Albany, having died a number of
years before that date. The hand of Maria, their eldest child and only daugh-
ter, was sought in marriage by Carel (Charles) Hansen Toll, whose grand-
father, Carel Ilansen Toll, settled near Schenectady as early as 1685. Captain
Daniel Toll, his uncle, was, with a hired man, one of the first victims of the
memorable Beukendal (Beech Valley) massacre of July 18, 1748. The two
men were seeking several strayed horses in the vicinity of a place called
Kleikuil (Clay pit), about half a mile north of Beukendal, where they were dis-
covered by a body of Canadian Indians, who killed and scalped them. At
Beukendal, about three miles from Schenectady, fort)- or more men of the
neighborhood were assisting in the raising of the frame-work of a barn on the
farm of Nicholas de draft. The enemy surprised them and killed twenty-six
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