PREFACE. 5

The Roman emperor, Marcus Aurelius, thanked the
gods that he had good parents, grandparents and kinsfolk.
It is a proper subject for thankfulness, and it is a stimulus
to correct living, proper ambition and earnest endeavor.

With pride and affection we recall the excellent traits and
worthy deeds of our ancestors. Thus we link the present
with the past, and, while remembering only the good in their
lives, we are reminded that we ought to be kind and gen-
erous in cur treaiment of the living.

Some of the material in this book was found in my grand-
father's papers. Many facts I obtained from older mem-
bers of the family now passed away. [ am much indebted
to several members of the family now living, who have put
themselves to no littie trouble to assist in the preparation
of this book I will not mention all, but can not refrain
from acknowledging my indebtedness to Miss Sallie Peters
8peed, of Slatersville Springs, New York ; Mrs Charles A.
Cook, of Warrenton, N. C.; Mrs. Eliza P. Raney, of
Kittrell, N. C.; Mrs Maria Harris, of Buffalo Lithia Springs,
Va.; Judge John Speed, of Detroit; Mr. Robert A. Speed,
of Laurel, N. C.; Mrs. Susan F. 8. Morrell, of Augusta, ,
Ill.; Mr. and Mrs. John K. Speed, of Memphis, Tenn.:
General Speed 8. Fry, of Harrod’s Creek, Ky.; Judge
Erederick Speed, of Vickshurg, Miss.; Campbell H. Johu-
son, of Louisville, Ky,

THOMAS SPEED.

LovursviLie, Kv., July, i8gz2.



