& JOHN SPEED, THE ENGILISH HISTORTAN.

maps, entitled * A Prospect of the Most Famous Parts of
the World.”

Some mention will here be made of these several works,
and then the estimate in which they were held by those
who lived cotemporaneonsly with the author will be shown.
It is a most striking and interesting fact that the Tables of
Scripture Genealogy were published in the first edition of
King James' translation of the Bible, being contained in
the first part of the bogk. They continued to be so pub-
lished in many editions subsequent to the first, particularly
the large folio, and gquarto sizes. These tables were consid-
ered authority for many vears. In them the author shows,
by a * chain-like trail,” as he calls it, the descent of Christ
from Adam through Noah, Shem, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
David and a continuous line to the Virgin Mary. The
title he gave to this work is as follows: "' The Genealogies
Recorded in the Sacred Scriptures According to Every
Family and Tribe, with the line of Our Saviour, Jesus
Christ, observed from Adam to the Blessed Virgin Maty.”

King James gave to John Speed a patent securing the
property in these tables to him and his heirs.

The maps of England, Scotland and Ireland, by counties,
shires and hundreds, were published in the form of our
largest and best modern atlases. They showed not only
the counties but plans of the towns, cities and castles; and ~
were accompanied with a large amount of descriptive mat-
ter which furnishes much curious and quaint information
concerning the counties and shires and special localities,
macfS, distances, forests, rivers, etc.

The maps which were made to accompany the history
are sixty-six in nimber.

There are forty-four maps of “ The Most Famous Parts
of the World.” They are also accompanied by descriptions
of the countries and statistical and explasatory matter.
A curious fact about the map of Africa is that the source
of the Nile is located in large lakes south of the equator,

[The author of the present work has in his possession a Bible
published in 1614 containing Speed’s Genealogies. He also has
Speed’s Maps and History of England. ]



