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The note to the song which follows says it was written
at the request of Miss Speed. Itbegins :"

Thrysis when weparted swore.'

Gray mentions Miss Speed several times in his letters
addressed to Thos. Wharton.

Inone he says :
"

The family yon mention near me are
fullas civilas ever. Miss Speed seems tounderstand, and
to allsuch as do not she says phonanta sunetoise in so many
words."

Inanother he says :
"
Ihave been going into Oxfordshire

with Miss Speed, but her affairs, as she says
—

or her
vagaries, as Isay

—
have obliged her to alter her mind ten

times within that space (three weeks). No wonder, for
she has got at least 30,000 pounds, with a house in town,
plate, jewels, china and old Japan infinite,so that indeed it
would be ridiculous for her to know her own mind."

In another he says: "My old friend, Miss Speed, has
done what the world calls a very foolish thing; she has
married the Baron de la Peyriere, son to the Comte de Viri.
He isabout twenty-eight years old

—
ten years younger than

herself."
Inanother he says :

"
Madam de la Peyriere is come over

from the Hague tobe Ministress at London. Her father,

Lord De Viriis now first Minister at Turin. Isat a morn-
ing withher before IleftLondon. She is a prodigious, fine
lady, and a Catholic, though she did not expressly own it
to me;not fatter than she was. She had a cage of foreign
birds, and a piping bulfinch at her elbow; two little dogs on
a cushion inher lap, a cockatoo on a shoulder, and a strong
suspicion of rouge on the cheeks."They were allexceedingly glad to see me, and Ithem."

INCIDENT OP THELETTER WRITTEN BY JAMES SPEED,
ANENGLISH LAWYER.

In the period of the American Civilwar, and before and
after, there was a lawyer inLondon, England, named James
Speed. His name appears in the Bnglish reports as coun-
sel in many important corporation cases. He belonged to
the class of lawyers called Queen's counsel.


