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JOHN SPEED AND SARAH BAIRD.

FIRST BRANCH.

John Speed, the first child of John Speed and Mary
Taylor, was born in Virginia, August 3, 1738. He was a
Revolutionary soldier in the nth and 15th Virginia regi-
ments, which were consolidated. He served in company
No. 11.

In 1784 he was the presiding justice in Mecklenburg
county, as shown bya letter written by him in response to
a letter from the Governor.

The following is his letter,* dated September 13, 1784,
addressed to the

"Worshipful Court of Mecklenburg: "
"

Gentlemen :Isaw the Governor's letter directing us to certify,
etc., withregard to the justices doing the business of the county.
You may depend it is withthe utmost concern that Isee the busi-
ness is not done. Ishall only answer for myself. As to my former
conduct and behavior as a magistrate, itis wellknown to this county
in general and to most of you inparticular. lam stillas willingto
serve as ever, as far as lam able, but can do no more. Iam now,
and have been for a long time, very unwell."

You willplease take this on my part for answer to the Gov-
ernor's letter. From your very humble servant,

"John Speed."

At this date John Speed was forty-six years of age. He
probably died soon afterwards. In the year 1763 he was
married to Sarah Baird in Virginia.

Their children were five :
1. William,born 1764.
*Itis probable that John Speed did not live long after the date

of the letter just quoted, from the fact that in a letter writtenby his
sister, Mrs. Sarah Hansard, dated August, 1786, to her brother, Cap-
tain James Speed, in Kentucky, she says :

"
The girls, Sally and

Betsy Speed, stilllivewithme." These girls were Sarah and Eliza-
beth, daughters ofJohn Speed, and their livingwith their aunt
would indicate that their father had died.


