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The following extracts from an opposing paper show this:

. “ We have never urged against Mr. Speed that he was not a good
and efficient officer. We have found no fault with any of his official
acts.”

Advising his resignation, it said:
“Then will he close & successful official career by an act alike

honorable to him, and creditable to the city over which he has
ruled.”

Again it said :
“We have no fzult to find with Mr. Speed’s discharge of his
duties a5 mayor.” .

The Louisville fowrnal, in an editorial upon his death,
said :

*Tn 18535 Colonel Speed was elected mayor of the city and served
for two years with very distingunished credit to himself, and of inesti-
mable value to Lonisville. We but utter the gemeral belief of our
citizens when we state that Louisville never had so efficient an execu-
tive. He was untiring and indefatigable in the discharge of the multi-
farious duties of his office. All our valvable systems of public im-~

. provement were inaugurated during his administraiion, and in a great
measure perfected by him. His energy was infused in every depart-
ment of the city government, and at no time was Louisville as
prosperous as when James 5. Speed was mayor.”?

L3

‘The same paper said:

“ A truer, nobler, more genial and cordial man never lived. He
was generons to a fanit. Hundreds in Louisville have canse to
remember his liberality.”

The leading paper of Chicago said in an editorial :

‘“He was no ordinary man. Gifted by natnre with abilities of the
highest order, itis not remarkable if in his day he attracted the
friendship and excited the hostility of many. An active politician
during the greater part of his life, a warm and energetic speaker, an
able and skillful debater, hie has, iz his day, been the admiration of
his party and the mark of assault by his opponents ; but throughout
his life his gréatest trait was his personal good-feeling. He never
willingly hurt the feelings or wounded the sensibilities of any human
being. His heart was too large, too overflowing with all the genial
qualities of a good man io say or do anything unkind to his feliow-



