
178

MATTHIAS SPEED.

NINTH BRANCH.

Matthias, or Matt Speed, as he was called, son of John
Speed and Mary Taylor, was born inMecklenburg county,
Va., June 18, 1754. He was married and was living in
Virginia as late as September 12, 1784. This appears from
a letter, which has been preserved, written by John Speed,
the father of Matt, to Matt's brother, Captain James Speed*,
then inKentucky. The letter says

''
Matt and his family

were well about a month ago." Not long after this date
Matt moved to Kentucky and settled in that part of I^incoln
county which in1808 became Casey county. And there he
resided the remainder of his life. Itis a tradition that he
was very happily married, his wife being about his own age.
He was well educated, and was a man of strong mental
endowment, and enjoyed the confidence of all who knew him.
His descendants show his strongly-marked characteristics.

They inherited from him a decided opposition to the
institution of slavery, notwithstanding they were owners
of large numbers of slaves. In this respect they were like
the Emancipationists, generally, in Kentucky, who bore an
evilwhich,under existing laws, they could not well escape
from. They were all people of industry and good financial
condition, and unusually intelligent. Ithas been remarked
that the men and women were all good-looking and well
educated. Mary Speed, a daughter of Matt Speed, who
married Randolph Peyton, was a woman of unusual gifts
and culture. Colonel John Speed Smith, of Madison county,
who knew her well,pronounced her to be the most intel-
lectual and cultured woman he had ever met. MattSpeed
left four children :

1. John.
2. Matthias.


