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ing ancient and modern history that he conceived as
his ideals Julius Caesar and Napoleon Buonaparte

—
the two greatest characters, as he still believes, of
either ancient or modern times ; and choice paintings
of those two great men now adorn his library.

After completing his academic course, he removed
to Albany for the purpose of reading with the late Dr.
C. C. Yates. Changing his mind, however, regarding
his fitness for the medical profession, he determined
to adopt a mercantile career. In this he was materi-
ally aided by his brother, Delancey, who, learning of
his change of plans, engaged him at once as a clerk
in his drug store at Fulton ville, N. Y. It was not
long, however, before he owned it; not long, again,
before his restless ambition, strengthened by success,
made a bolder move practicable. This was no other
than his removal to New York city, for the purpose
of manufacturing and selling a valuable proprietary
medicine. He accordingly came to that city with his
young wife, Laura M. Poole, a niece of a prominent
merchant of Fultonville, N. V., and a daughter of
John H. Poole of Oriskany, N. V., to whom he had
been married on the 27th of January, 1846, by the
Rev. John M. Van Buren, at that time pastor of the
Caughnawaga church. In a year, his success was
assured ; and before long he is found declining an
offer of a partnership in a leading drug house in New
York. When thirty-four years of age, in 1859, Mr.
Starin made the experiment which proved the most

important of his enterprises, and one which was, in-
deed, the foundation of his future fortune. This was
no less than the establishment of a general agency for
the railroads. A friend provided him with the oppor-


