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he was doing mason-work on the English fortifications at
that place. Ile fled into the State of New York and
joined the American forces; was wounded and taken
prisoner at Queenstown, Oct. 12, 1812, on the morning
of which day his wife, Aseneth Gibbs, d., leaving four
children, the oldest less than 10, the youngest a babe.
Mr. Thomas attended the funeral under guard. The
British army officers claimed that, inasmuch as he was
working on the fortifications, e was either a deserter or
a spy, He managed to escape, cithet by the connivance
of hiv eaptors or by his own shrewdness, ever ufter giving
Connda o wide berth, His family was broken up, the
two oldest boys remaining together till the second boy,
Chatlos A., came to Eastern Muss., in his sixteenth veur.

My, Thomns afterward m, Hannah Gibbs, & maiden
sinter of his fiwst wife, and settled in Woreestor, Muxa,,
where she d. without issue, It was this second wife
who, after the honeymoon, was asked by her husband
where all the money was that she had boasted of, and
who replied: *Oh! that was conrting tulk, Where
are all the houses and eanal-hoats that you were pas-
sessed of 17 He said: ¢ Well, Hannah, that was courting
tallg, too,”

He married a third wife, who outlived him. In his
lntter days he spent much of his time with his son in
Boston, He seems to have been a pioneer until the
death of his first wife. He was a man of great inde-
pendence of character, caring little for otliers’ opinions of
his doings, and was inclined to be sarcastic in his own
defense, To illustrate this, we will mention that, on an
occasion soon after the building of the Boston and Albany
Railroad, he was visited by a nephew who had heen
down to Boston. Seneca asked whether he came up
first or second class, and was answered “first class.”



