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MASSACHUSETTS.
Population 2,238,943-

—
Rep. Plnr.in1892, 26,001

Rep. vote, 202,814; Dem. 176,813; Prohib. 7,539; Pop. 3,210.

State Capital, BOSTON.

Massachusetts is bounded north byVermont and New Hampshire, east by the Atlantic
Ocean, south by the Atlantic Ocean and byRhode Island and Connecticut, and west by Rhode
Island and New York. Its extreme length is 160 miles, and breadth from 47 to about 90 miles ;
land area, 8,040 square miles. The surface is greatly diversified; mountainous in the extreme
west,hillyand broken inthe east and northeast, and inthe southeast mainlylow and sandy.

Toward the west is the fertile Valley ofthe Connecticut River. The mountains are the Taconic,

and the Hoosac (continuations of the Green mountain ranges ofVermont), with detached mem-
bers of the White Mountains. The soil is generally somewhat sterile, but energy and intel-
ligence have succeeded inmaking itvery productive. The Connecticut Valley,however, can
hardlybe excelled for fertility. Dairy products are veryextensive, as is also the yieldof wool,
hay,maple sugar, and honey. Corn and potatoes are very largelyproduced. Of grain, the crop
of oats, rye, and barley is large, buckwheat moderate, and wheat (winter),small. The tobacco
crop is large ;livestock abundant (cattle largely in excess). More than half the fishing vessels
owned in the United States belong to Massachusetts. Manufactures, however, constitute by far
the largest of its industries. Notonly is itthe center ofthe American boot, shoe, leather, wool,
paper and cotton trades, but all the large towns are busy seats of more or less numerous
branches ofmanufacture. The chief seats of the ship buildinginterests are Boston, Newbury-
port andSalem. The State is richinbuildingstone, principallygranite, which is largelyquarried
at Rockport, Graniteville, Fall River,Monson, and Qulncy;a handsome brown sandstone in
the Connecticut Valley,and marble and limestone inBerkshire County;Berkshire County has
also deposits ofexcellent iron ore. Except Rhode Island, itis the most densely peopled State.
Railroads enter almost every town, and are sufficient inextent to gridiron the State withlines
4% miles apart if they were evenly distributed, the total length in1887 being 3377 miles. Fall
River,Lowell, New Bedford and Lawrence are, in this order, the chief cotton manufacturing
centers in the country. There are 14 Counties inMassachusetts ;newspapers are published inall.
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