1201

VIRGINTA.

FPopnlntion 1,853,980..... cccevceccenvcsnere . Demy Plur, in 1892, 50,715

Dem, vola, 163,977 ; Rep. 118,262; Peop. 12,275; Prohib. 2,738,
STATE CAPITAL, RICHEMOND,

VIRGINIA is bounded north by West Virginia and Maryland, east by Maryland and the
Atlaniie Oeean, south by North Caroline and Tennessce, and west by Kentucky and West Vir-
ginia, 1ts greatest length from east to west 1s ghont 420 miles, its greatest breadth 122 miles;
land area, 40,125 squere miles. The surfaee iy divided into six great natoral divisions, the Tige-
water comiprising the sonth and soutbeast; the Middle, an undulating plain, extending west-
ward to the Coakt Bange; the Piedmont, fromn the Coast Rapge to the Blne Ridge Mountains,
and from the Potorae Biver to North Carvcling ; the Blue Ridge, strefching across the State 1n
a southwesterly direction; the Valley—a part of the great Appalachian Valley, reaching from
Canuda to Alabams—a broad beli of rolling conntry between the Blue Ridge and the Kittatinny
or North Mountain ; and the Appalachian, a monntainons region traversed by the Alleghenies.
The soil in the Tidewater reglon ia & light sandy loatm, Flelding large erops of vezetablse and
small fruits. The Valley Region haga rich fertile =0il, well adapied foreereals, of which corn,
wheat, outs and rye are the principel. Much of the Mountsin Region is uncultivated and chiefly
forest land; bub the parsllel valleye are very fertile. Tho Piedmont, Blae Ridge, Valley, and
Appzlachian regions are noted for thelr grasses. The yield of tobacco i2 only eqaaled by thet of
Kenteoky. Some eotton is grown 1o the Tide-water eeeulon; frnlt grows all over the State. A
considerable part of the tide water region is devoted to raising eardy vegeiables for northern
markets. Dajrying, stook rajsing, and wool-growlng are !mportant Industries. The timber
~export ie large, There are profitable fisheries of basa, shad, ete., and the oyster trade is very
important. The moanufeliring interests are comparatively small, but ars inecressing, the ehief
seats being Richmond, Aléxandria, Danville, end Lynechlburg. The more important prodocts
are iron, lobaceo, leather, coke, cotion, paper, agricnltural Implements, machinery, stc,
Virginia has excelient natnral sdvantages for commerees, but it Is only lately that ehe has begun
i take a prominent part in foreipn irade. There are hede of anthraclte, semi-biturminons, and
bitnminone cozl in the gouthwastern counties, not moeh developed; asalt ia an Important pro-
duct of thig region, There are eoal'bearing atrata in other parts of the State, particnlarly near
Rlehmond; the coal is bituminous, and generally of good guality. Virginia has vast beds of
g¥peam and marl, abnndant Iron ore, fine granite, marble, and other boilding stones; zineg,
sulphur, kaolin, fire clay, and many other minerals. It abounds In mineral springs of great
teputatlon. Iron and manganese are extensively mined, also zineand lead ores.  Lime barning
I3 an important industry. Considerable guenties of coal are produced from the Trans-
Appalachian distriet, the total coal output inereasing from 300,000 tons 1n 1883 to 1,250,000 In 1537,
There ars 160 Counties in Virginla; newspapers are published in 77
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