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EARLY HISTORY.
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•Thy father's meritsetsthee up toview,
And shows thee in the fairest point of light,
To make thy virtues, or thy faults, conspicuous."

Addison, Cato. Act1, Scene 2.

FOR more than two hundred years, on this side of the
water, the Ravenels have been prominent men in the

communities of their adoption, and yet we know of only two

of the name who have held offices of profit. These were
Mr. Stephen Ravenel, who was Secretary of State early in
the present century, probably about 1820, and his brother,
Daniel James Ravenel, who, itis thought, afterwards filled
the same office for several years. They were sons of Henry
Ravenel, of Hanover. The earlier members of the family
did not entirely eschew politics, but the last two genera-
tions may be said to have done so absolutely. The first
Daniel Ravenel, of Wantoot (born 1732), and James Rave-
nel, his cousin, son of Rene Louis, were members ofthe Pro-


