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Sea the wild waste of all-devouring years!
How Rome Ler own sad sepulchre appears,
With nodding arches, brokan temples spread !
The very Toembs now vanished like their dead!
Porg, Ep. V.
Every room
Hath blaz'd with lights, and brayed with minstrelsy.
Timox oF ATHENS, Act. 2, Sc. 2.

I[T would be a pleasing task to make special mention of

that succession of planters in St. Johns, Berkeley, who,
for so many generations, have adorned the npame of Ravenel
and preserved its virtues, Buot they were simple gentlemen
of the olden school. In the language of Mr. Thomas P.
Ravenel, himself a worthy representative, they “were merely
planters.” But that description means a vast deal to one
who kunows St. Johns. Theirs was a life of exceptional
privilege. Comfort, ease, high breeding, continual social
interchange, oceasionsl travel, unlimited hospitality, marked
the whole existence of the community. “Style” they did
not affect, but they lived on so broad a plane that they had
it unconsciously. Their parlors were rich with mirrors,



