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and without which, and a handsome sofa to match, many
do not think it would be possible to exist."—"

The Olden
Time of Carolina" p. 4-0.

At a later period, in what we now call ante-bellum days,
we find: "Dances commence in September, and there are

generally from two to three in a week in the season of
residence in Pineville. They are given by the inhabitants
nearly in rotation, with little ceremony and expense, but
with great decorum and propriety, and never continue
later than eleven o'clock." —"Ramsay's Hist of S. C."
Hist. Sketch of St. Stephen's Parish, p.293.

The men of St. Johns are fond of manly sports, and are
skillful marksmen. They may almost be said to be raised
in the saddle, and whether following the wild buck, or tilt-
ing in a friendly tournament, are as much athome on horse-
back as a sailor in his hammock. In the Revolutionary
war Marion and Moultrie depended on them, and none the
less fine cavalrymen, made they iv the second struggle for
Southern independence.

Mr. W. M.Porcher, of Mexico, has told the writer the
following circumstance : His grandfather, Peter Porcher,
owned Peru, Ophir and Mexico plantations, and lived at
Peru. Often he would leave his home in the morning,
ride to Ophir, fifteen miles, thence to Mexico, twelve miles,
and thence back to Peru, ten miles, the same day. He had
a negro boy named Pierce, who would carry a lcd-horse so

that Mr.Porcher could change, for he no doubt had to ride
fast iv order to have time at the different plantations to
supervise the work going on. Itis said that several times
he took with him on these rides his sons, Samuel and
Thomas, father and uncle respectively of W. M. Porcher,
and the old gentlemen died before Samuel was five years
old. Samuel Porcher lived to be eighty-four years of age,
and rode on horseback untila few days before his death.


