196 PYNCHON.

Norton’s answer was published in Londoun in 1653,
entitled : A Discussion of that Great Point in Divinity,
“ The Sufterings of Christ, &e.”” 270 pages.

Pynchon pablished a rejoinder in 1655, 440 pages,
quarto, dedicated to Oliver St. John, esteeming him an
able judge, not only in controversies which concern the
coramon law of the land, “bnt also in divine controver-
sies,” and followed up the discusrion in a book printed
in 1662, called “The Covenant of Nature made with
Adam Described, &e.”” The address to the reader is
dated: “ From my study, Wray-bury, February 10,1661.”
He fled from New England to Old England to enjoy
religious freedom.*  Paltrey would seem to think that

" Mr. Stearns, in his article, says: " 1t is not ensy, at thia time, to look back vpon such

Hopruecethings wikle coanpliceney ; they enniot bt be regnnded as the veriest ebullitions of
“higotry.  Here v nomsn who i left iowe and fricads and the comforts of civilized
“lufe G the sahe of cojoying religins Erecdon: ; bad been amomy the foreuost in the
“eouncild of the valony; had plnted two settlements, the last one in the midst of the
*ailduerniess ; Tt Borie snge than his «are in the toils and dangers of the Massachusetts
“Lolony ; and hmd throngh all maintained a Christing character, secure beyond the charge
' of ineondisteney ur taind ; cut off from influesce and pow er, publicly condemned and pub-
*Licly insuliesd, for giving utiernnce ta o doctrine in religion at varsnce, in nice points,
with the Charchies pul the General Conrt  ‘Phough dlr. Pynchon recanted, it is not to
‘“be donbled that these fncts and conmderations wseigheit upon his mind in ail their
*injnstic e, and jntlienced TWw in Liv decisian to return to England, sid there spend the
“rennnwler of Wisdays o . Thot he wos convineed of hiy alleged errors weninat his will,
*aml that one of his motivea for retarning to England was that he might enjoy the
Y freedom denied him beee, is evideut from hig sulseqient action,”

o 163G, his look wis aaed in 3 new aitition in London, by Thomas Newbury, with
S hdiflons, mowhicls Mr. Norton's hook wae disputed by Willinma Pynchon, Esq., late of
' New Englad.”  The veneralle controversialist emleavonal, in his new edition, to *“clenr
*geveral seriptures of the preatest note in these controversies frain Mr. Norton's corrupt
‘“exposition,” al fally reiternted all his former opinions. Thiy book vovers 440 pagey
Yabvarte, and its leadunge doctrine, ws stated on vhe title page, and as given by Cotton
“* Mather, is one which has been univ cmlg :u.lople'd by the orthodox Christianity of later

‘*days. The writer was only g cantury or twe in advance of his age, and in that consisted
**his vrime,"”



