200 PYNCHON.

“*Deare Brother Pynchon—Qur most Cordisll love and respects sslute
‘ryou and yors. Ioying in y¢ continuance ana exiension of ye goodness of
“God toward yow all, as by yor Letters recd appearcs. 8r. ye only
‘*wise Lord, in whose hand is all of wayes & Lymes, all whose works
“ gre done in wonderfyll and admirable councell, are very just, holy and
“ good even when they secmingly speake forth to vs the sharpest and
‘“gorest tryalls crosses and temptations (as to Abra: when to offer vp
“his only Isasck) dayly intstructeth vs both by his word & workes
“to live in a dayly expectation of and prparation for changes in
‘ty8 gr pilgrimadge. Its his usual coursc of dealinge with aill his Saints
“to give ym occations of dayly exercise of those preiouse graces,
**{ye worke of his holy Spt in yr hearts,) weh elge would contract rust,
“or ly in obscurity not shining forth soe splendid and bewleose to
“y¢ prayse of Lis gloriouse Grace in Je: Cht, The decree of God hath
 Limited us o atations so or tymes and daycs beyond wch we cannot,
‘ may not pass The same is manifested in his late visitation vpon
“yor and our most loved and much Honrt ffather who expired and
““drew his Inat breath in Wyrardsbury October 20th, o loss to vs vnre-
‘payrable, & payne to him voexpressable, making o blessed change from
“earth to heaveu, from a state of corruption, to a state of incorruption,
**from imprfcetion to perfection; ‘from a state of sin & sorrow 1o com-
“ pleated joy and bliss, celebrating y® everlasting®prayses of God and of
“the Lambe, who hath redeemed vs with his bleod. Bro: I prsume yow
‘*are not altogether voprpared for y» sad tydings, weh I am occatiored
‘“as ope of Job's mcssengers lo, acquaint yow with, resolving all your
“ thoughts & +griefes into y' holy speech of hiy: The Lord gave and

‘y* Lord hath token away Blessed be y¢ nsme of y¢ Lord. Tis one of
“ God's vnalierable appoyntmts y* all must dye. Death passeth on all
““men, in as much o8 all have sinped, weh should tearn ve Davida silence
‘‘and submission, becnuse yelo: hath dome it; and y¢ mther secing it
**pleazed 11im to continwe him among vs soc longe to such an age,
*« giveing vs yv opportunitys to reape ye fruite of his godly and grasciouse
*“exampls & councells, wihy, now he is taken from vs, y& Lord help vs
"yt we wny practically fiollow, se running yt we may obtaype ye
“ p'mised recompense of reward, ye Crown of immortality & life, weh
“he is now poseseed of. Dear Brother, this p’vidence (I suppose doth
““vnavoydably call yow to make g voyadge into these partes wib all pos-



