22 LETTER OF MAJOR JOHN PYNCHON.

they have fallen upon Springfield, and almost ruined it by
burning of Houses. About 30 or 32 dwelling Houses are
burnt down, and some 25 Barns full of corn and hay. The
Lord hath spared my dwelling house, but my barns and out-
housing are all burnt down, and all my corn and hay consumed,
and not anything have I left of food either for man or beast.
All my mills, both corn and saw-mills, are burnt down. Those
at home in this Towne and also those I had in other places and
four of those houses and barns to them, were burnt down in
this Towne, belongeth to me also, so that God bath laid me
low. My farmers also undone, and many in Towne that were
in my debt, entirely disabled. So that I am really reduced to
greate straites. DBut it is the Lord’s good pleasure it should
be so.  And he is most Just and Righteous, yea in very faith-
fulness hath he done it, for the good of my Soule. I have
not the least cause to murmur and repine, at the wise dispose
of a Gracious God and loving father, but desire to acquiesce
in his good pleasure, and to lye at his foote in holy submission
to his blessed will.

This Providence and the unsettled state of this country in ref-
crence to this Indian War affords matter for consideration, in
referenee to your coming over, which I have much desired, and
wrote to you for—but now shall leave you to your hiberty, not
having ground, or seeing caugg to put you upon it, further than
you shall yourself see reason for it. Though I and your mother
should be exceeding glad to see you, yet as tymes are, question
whether it be best to come over yot (I mean now) and how God
may dispose of us I know not. We are yet here in Springfield,
my house garrisoned with soldiers and full of troubles and
liarrys. The Lord help us to remember our peace and quict-
ness, and to lament our abuse thereof and heartily and really
turne to himself, by unfeigned repentance. The Lord is in
good earnest with us, and truly expects our being in good -
carnest with Him in returning to himselfe. Oh dear Son, how
sweete is an interest in Christ Jesns, in these distracting tymes,
and it is good knowing in whom we have believed. Treasure



