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Of the different prefixes to which this termination was added
to form the names in question, Mr.Lower, in his Dictionary of
English Surnames, remarks, it "seems sometimes to refer to

the name of the settler who made the clearing, as Admnthwaite %

Simonthwaite, Godderthwaite ;sometimes to the trees cleared,
as Thowithwaite, Linethwaite, Hathortithwaite, Bracke?itfm>aite,
and sometimes to the size and situation of it,as Micklethwaite;
Lowthwaite, Crossthwaite, and to other less intelligible causes."

Having in mind these facts regarding this general class of
names, we come to consider the particular one in which we as a
family are interested — Goldthwaite. We have good right to

it as the surname brought from England more than 250 years
ago by our emigrant ancestor, and there is,as has been seen, the
best reason for believing that there was once a place in that
country with a corresponding name in which his family orig-
inated. Can it now be found ?

During more than a year spent in England in1890 and 1891,
while making researches at the Public Record Office, Somerset

Riding of Yorkshire near the course of the River Nidd:
—

Arwat/iwaite, Bouthwaite,
Copthwaite, Gowthwaite, Hampslhwaite, Micklethwaite, Tliornthwaite. Mr.Lower,

in his Patrony?nica Britannica, gives as personal names still found in the region,
Adamthwaite, Applethwaite, Brackenthwa.it 'e, Brat/nvaite, Blathwaite, Branthwaite,
Brewthzuaite, Cornthwaite, Copperthwaite, Cowperthwaite, Crossthwaite, Dow-
thwaite, Godderthivaite, Hathornthwaite, Husthwaite, Hut/iwaite, Lewthwaite,
Linethwaite, Lowthwaite, Micklethwaite, Murthwaite, Orthwaite, Satterthwaite,
Simonthwaite, Stant/iwaite, Thackthwaite, Thistlethwaite, Thornthwaite, Waber-
thwaite. 1have found Gowthwaite in modern directories and in early Yorkshire
records the surnames, Grysthwayt, Hebblethwaite or Hepplethwaite, and Waller-
thwayt. Siiiningthwaite was the name of an early monastery of Yorkshire. No
doubt further search would bring to lightstill others, both local and family names.
Thwaite and Thwaites, without prefix, are common as surnames and place names.
Aninstance of the latter name, of interest here, is that of the well-known historical
writer, Mr.Reuben Gold Thwaites of Madison, Wis. Having been struck by the
resemblance of his name to our own,Ionce took the libertyof inquiringof himin
regard to it. What he kindlyrepliedIthink he wouldnot object to my mentioning
here, as Ihave been questioned by more than one of the family on this subject.
Though himself born in America, Mr.Thwaites' ancestors all lived in Yorkshire in
England and among them several, though not all, had like him Gold as a middle
name. How or when this custom originated, Mr. Thwaites does not know. He
thinks they may possibly have been originally Goldthwaites, but being littlegiven
to genealogical research, he has never investigated the matter. Itishis belief that

jnold days many wrote such names in two words, as Gold Thwaite, Silver Thwaite,
etc., while the majority, like us, made them single words.


