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its name of Goldthwaite's Brook,* continues to this day a
memorial of its early owner. Ten years after the purchase
of the Harnett farm, Thomas received by deed of Apr. 29,

1667, from Edmond Batter of Salem, merchant, "for a valu-
able consideration to me in hand already paid by Thomas
Golthwrite of the same place cooper before the ensealing of
these presents," thirty or forty acres of a farm that had been
given Mr.Batter by the townof Salem, and lying inthe same
neighborhood as the earlier purchase from Harnett. Itwas

inventoried at £45 and given, by will,to the son-in-law, John
King. About one year before his death, by a deed of May,
1682, "Thomas Golthrite," with his wife, Rachel, gives to

son,
"

Samuel Golthwrite," a piece of meadow, called after-
wards the Butt Meadow, which is here described as

"
many

yeares since bought of Edmond Giles, deceased, and was be-
fore app'taining to Leift. Davenport, sometime an inhabitant
heare in ye towne of Salem." It lay on both sides of

"
the

brook" and "hath beene long since caled Golthwrite's med-

Downing of Salem, which he called Groton, in remembrance of the home, in
England, of his wife Lucy, sister of Gov. John Winthrop (Gen. Reg., p. 26,
Vol.36).*

Goldthwaite's Brook rises in Cedar Pond, three miles west of Peabody
Center ;flowing east two miles, it receives, from the south, the waters of Tap-
ley's Brook, and after a further course of a mile unites, just northeast of the
Town Square, with Proctor's Brook, both flowing thence into what is called, at
Salem, the North River. During the last part of its course its water is now

much discolored by the tanneries on its banks, and it is narrowed by walls on
either side, flowing at the end through a covered way under the square. In
early days it was, no doubt, a pretty stream, its current, rapid in some parts,

furnishing water power which was used by some of Thomas' descendants in
turning one or more chocolate mills found in their possession in later records.
In early times, after the first purchase of this farm, there seem to have been no

conveniences for crossing the brook where itran through the highway, but, July
5, 1669, at a meeting of the selectmen, itwas ordered that a

"
foote bridge at

the brook, neare to Thorn Gouldtwright
"

be made, horses and teams evidently
being still obliged to ford it. About eleven years later, Oct. 28, 1680, "itwas
ordered that there shall be a horse bridge over the brook neere Tho: Golthrites
and Mr. Jo: King is chosen overseer of the work."


