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now Northbridge), to which town his father and most of his
family had removed from Smithfield a year or two before.
He received land there bydeed from his father May 29, 1763,
and continued to live there tillabout 1793, in which year,
having- sold his home in Northbridge to Rev. John Crane,
first minister of that town and husband of his niece, he
bought, Apr. 20th, of Daniel and Luna Etnmons, 150 acres
inPartridgefield (now Peru), Berkshire county, and removed
there with most of his family, many of them at that time
grown up. Joseph and Mary had joined the church inUx-
bridge on confession of their faith, Apr. 6, 1766, afterwards
probably becoming members of the Northbridge church on
its formation in 1782. They were received into the church
inPeru, by letter, May 31, 1795.

Joseph was a farmer, withhis homestead about half a mile
east of the church, on the south side of the main highway
passing through Pern. When the Revolutionary war broke
out, he was living in Northbridge, forty years old, with a
family of eight young children. He joined Capt. Josiah
Wood's company fromNorthbridge in the Lexington Alarm,
and was then five days in service. Afterwards he was in
Capt. Samuel Reed's company, which marched Dec, 1776,
and served 3 months 13 days (list dated Uxbridge). At the
Rhode Island alarm he again enlisted, July 28, 1780, in Capt.
David Batcheller's company, Col. Tyler's regiment, then
serving fifteen days. According to the inscriptions on their
gravestones in Peru, Joseph Goldthwait died Dec. 29, 1811,

aged 76, and Mary, his wife,March 15, 1811, aged 73. The
town records give Mr. Joseph Goldthwait died Dec. 29, 1812,

and Mrs. Goldthwait, his wife, Jan. 13, 1812. The latter rec-
ords must be more nearly correct, as the signature of Joseph
is found to a deed recorded inPittsfield, given Jan. 27, 181 2.

The baptisms of eight of their children are in the records of
the old church at Uxbridge, the four eldest being baptized
together, Aug. 10, 1766. The rest were probably baptized at
Northbridge, the early church records of which are lacking.
Children:


