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Letter of Miss Hannah Goldthwaite Gowen of Weston
(No. 306), born 1774, died 1870. It is dated Weston, Oct.,
1861, when she was past 87* :

Dear Ellen :

As Ipromised to give you a little sketch of your
mother's ancestors that you were not acquainted with,you
promised not to criticise the spelling and remember that the
writer is past 80 years old. Iwillbegin with Uncle Thomas
Goldthwait, my grandfather's youngest brother and brother
to your great-grandfather, who, in the time of the Revolu-
tion in 1776, commanded Fort Pownal on the Penobscot
River, whichIvisited in 1800, and saw the entry that a large
bear ran through when the family were at dinner. He had
four daughters, viz.: Betsey, Esther, Katey, and Mary.
Katey married Mr. Sylvester Gardner, father of Dr. Gard-
ner of Trinity church, and grandfather to the present Mrs.
Cushing; at his death, she married Mr. William Powell,
father to Mrs. Jonathan Mason and Mrs. short Thomas Per-
kins

—
he was called short to distinguish him from Thomas

Handiside (Perkins). After Mr.Powell's death, she went to

England to visither father, and my father took her home to
England, as England was then called. Her other sisters
never married. Your mother was called after her sister,
Esther Goldthwait. After awhile Mrs. Powell returned to
America, where she died in her house in Beacon street,

leaving a handsome fortune.
Philip Goldthwait, a brother tomy mother, went to Eng-

land in 1774 and bought an annuity in the King's household,
and became one of the Gentlemen of the bedchamber, and
when my father was inLondon he attended a christening of
one of the royalbabies with my uncle.

*
This letter, withone or two slight and unimportant omissions, is given en-

tire, as in the copy furnished by Miss Ingersoll. As may be seen by reference

to the foregoing records, several members of families are left out, and some of
the statements are inaccurate. Itis, however, correct in the main, and is inter-
esting as the account of one who was contemporary with many of the persons
mentioned.


