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kept, its number, etc., and what sort of records it contained and
where it was deposited ; as this would prevent its being over-
looked, stolen, or lost by the custodian. When Ihad got my
petition signed by the most prominent citizens, Iapplied to the
two great Historical Societies in Boston. But they refused to
sign itor have anything to do withit. Mr. Lodge wrote me that
he would present the question to the council of the Massachusetts
Historical Societj- at their next meeting. So he did. and they
passed it over, or ignored it. Iasked them to go before the
legislative committee and advocate it, but not a word of encour-
agement could Iget from them, and Mr. Winthrop, their presi-
dent, refused to sign my petition; so did Mr.Wilder, president
of the ISew England Historic Genealogical Society. He sent me
back my long letter whichIwrote to him about it,and the society
appointed a sub-committee of two, Mr.John T. Hassam being
one, to meet me and confer about it. They met me and said they
would not help me to get the law made. But Mr. John Ward
Dean favored it, and helped me to prepare' the schedules. He
was then librarian of the N. E. Hist. Gen. Society. But he did
not sign my petition. It was suggested to me that these societies
had a peculiar dislike of asking favors of the legislature, and
some people thought that they wanted to originate (and lead in)
such a movement, or el&e have no hand in it. They seemed to
think Ihad no reliable power to warrant my success. But 1
knew better, for Ihad already obtained the enactment of one
inportaut law, and Iknew the ropes. Myname was at the head
of the petition, the very first name, standing in capital letters.
When it came before the committee, to whom it was assigned, I
was duty notified of the hour and minute appointed for a hearing.
Bushrod Morse, Esq., of Sharon, was chairman. He asked me if
there was to be any other advocate of the billbesides myself, and
said if there was Imust have him there in twenty minute.*. One
of the committee remarked that he supposed it was only a scheme
of some one to get an office and a salaiy. ButIsaid there was
no appropriation asked for; and then Ishot out and ran to A. C.
Goodell. and found P. H. Sears and S. H. Allen of Duxbury,
and we just laid ourselves out plainly and earnestly on that occa-
sion. Mr. Goodell told the committee they ought to be ashamed
to reject such a billwhen asked for by the best citizens of Massa-
chusetts, and no monej7 was to be called for. "Ah," said one of
the committee, "money may be called for later." "No!" replied
Goodell, "Iwill,myself, oppose such a request." Mr. Bushrod
Morse, chairman, grew interested as we.explained it, and said:
"You must not think Iam going to oppose you." So the bill
was recommended, and not rejected. Then Ihad our petition
printed at my own expense and sent one to every member of the
legislature.


