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Before her death she had given more than $100,000 towards its
completion.

In 184S, when she was alive and surrounded by friends, one
of them (her nephew, Mr.John B. Tibbits), by her direction,

wrote me two letters containing the facts given at page 10. I
requested to be informed as to Mr. Dudley's English ancestors;
but no further information came from Mrs. Dudley. Icould
not learn about his coat of arms, ifhe had one. But she promised
to send me a sketch of his life whenIshould be ready to publish
my history of the Dudley family.

Among the eulogists of Mr. Dudley's character, Ex-Governor
Hunt of New York said :

"
Charles E. Dudley was a man whose

sterling merits would have insured a high place among the first
citizens of Greece or Rome, in the virtuous age of either Republic,
when integrity and patriotism were the only passports to popular
eminence.

* * * He was loved by all who knew him, and most
by those who knew him best. * **

As a United States Senator
he was one of the most dignified and respected members of that
body, at a time when Clay and Webster and Calhoun gave lustre
to the Senatorial office."

A beautiful marble bust of Mr. Dudley, executed by E. D.
Palmer, was placed opposite the principal entrance to the Obser-
vatory.

He died at Albany, January 23, 1841.
His father, Charles Dudley, Esq., born in the Parish of St.

Mary's, borough of Stafford, May 12, i737i was appointed Col-
lector of the Customs at the Port of Rhode Island about 1768
or 9.

He was said to have been a man of polished manners. His
portrait, in the costume of a courtier, shows him off to great
advantage. It was in the possession of Mrs. Dudley of Albany,
widow ofHon. Charles E. Dudley.

Mr. Dudley was a favorite in the weekly clubs at Newport.
On the 15th of November, 1775, Charles Dudley, Esq., the

King's Collector of the Customs for Rhode Island, fled for refuge
on board a ship-of-war. Mr. Dudley owned and occupied the
seat, a short distance from Newport, called Dudley Place, at
present owned by the heirs of the late Gov. Collins. He died at
London, England, February 2,1790. {History ofRhode Island,
byRev. EdwardPeterson, pp.85 and 92, and Autograph Letters
from Mrs. Blandina Dudley, in 184S).


