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wig and ruffled shirt, on account of which he was commonly
called

"Gaffer," the rustic name for master, lord or gentle-
man. Ihave seen a deed executed by him for one-quarter
part of a tract of land lying in Rockingham County, N.H.,
then known by the name of Freetown, being on the main
branch of what is called Lamprey river, and three miles each
side of said river, in which deed itis stated that he purchased
the same tract of land of one Peter Penniwit, an Indian, the
said Peter being seized and possessed of the same in right
of Abigail his squaw, who was a daughter and heiress of
Omacancanoe, Sagamore and owner of the same, deceased.
And the same deed mentions that said Stephen Dudley was
lawfully put into possession of the same land by turf and
twig delivered to him by the said Peter and Abigail. More
than one half this tract lay in the town of Nottingham.
Among the Boston purchasers and proprietors was Governor
Shute, who had 500 acres given him in the lower end of the
tract by the connivance of the pretended proprietors. These
were some of the creditors, whohad advanced the old clothes,
wigs, hats, &c. They had obtained their grants from Gaffer
with very little consideration. So he was cheated out of most
of his lands. But he was sometimes called the

" lord, pro-
prietor of Freetown." Gov. Shute gave him the following
Commission, vfliichIcopy from Kelley's Collections :

'•Province of New Hampshire. Sam'l Shute, Esq., Captain
General and Commander in Chief in and over His Majesty's
Province ofNew Hampshire, in New England, &c.

To Stephen Dudley of Freetown, in the Province afore-
said, Gieeting.

By virtue of the Power and Authority in and by his Majesty's
iloyal Commission to me granted to be Captain General, &c,
over this His Majesty's Province of New Hampshire aforesaid, I
do (by these presents) reposing especial trust and confidence in
your loyalty,courage, and good conduct, constitute and appoint
you the said Stephen Dudley to be Colonel and Town Major of
Freetown aforesaid, which land you have obtained by deed from
Capt. Peter Penniwit and Abigail his Squaw. Given under my
hand and seal at arms at Boston, the seventeenth clay of August in
the seventh year of the reign of his Majehty KingGeorge, An-
noque Domini 1717. Sam'l Siiutk.

his Excellency's command,
John Boydell his Secy."

The historian of Raymond, Mr. Fullonton, says Dudley's
deed is not in the Registry at Exeter, but only the date of it,
viz.: "Jan., 171 7." He says also that Epping and Freetown,


