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daring. He had a garrison on his farm, and his neighbors re-
lied npon him for counsel and protection in the great trials of that
time.

The dates of his first commissions are not preserved, says Kel-
ley, but he is slightly mistaken, for I have several of his
commissions. The one for captain, from Gov. Joseph Dudley, is
dated Oet. 7, 1703. 1 have another for his son Winthrop Hilton
as liemtenant, from Gov. B. Wentworth, dated Sept. 18, 1754,
Col. Hilton was directed by the Governor, under his offieial sesl,
to *tfight, take, kill and subdew any of the subjetts or vassala of
France and Spaine, and the Indian rebels and mnrtherers.”

On the 81st of January, 1704, he received Gov. Dudley’s commis-
sion appointing him major in the expedition against the Eastern
Indians, and led-thres companies upon snow-shoes into the Indian
- country, but searched the woods in vain for the enemy, and re-
turned to his home at Newfields, as his place was called. This
great winter march gained him honor and £12 gratuity from gov-
ernment.

In the Spring of 1704 Gov, Dndley resolved on & strong attack
against the wild enemy, and he wrote to Major Hilton to take to

his assistants, Gilman and Coffin, his ¢ very good officers,” and
raise a number of volunteers to be ready to range the Eastern
shore to destroy the enemy.

Of this expedition Col. Church wag appointed to the chief com-
mand. Hilton’s commiesion under Church was dated May 1,
1704. Major Hiiton met the Governorat Portsmonth on the 19th

.of May and there joined the expedition with his Exeter volunteers.
He was gone all summer, and June 13 he wrote his wife that
pince his last letter they had taken and killed thirty-six French
and one Indisn, and secured many stores. They swept the sea-
shore from New Hampshire to Nova Scotia, Several towns were
destroyed and many enemies, even to the gates of Port Royal.
Chureh lost but two men and proved himself brave and efligient,
and Hilton gained the rank of liemtenant-colonel. He wag re-
quested by the Governor to raise s company of 60 volunteers

- and accordingly he marched with 270 men to Norridgewoek, nearly
200 miles, upon snow shoes, the snow being four feet deep. The
Indiana fled upon Hilton’s approach, and he burnt their French
chapel.and the Indian wigwams, and retumed without encotuntering
the enemy.

In the spring Colonel Hilton commanded an expedition to
Winnepisiogee and Pemigewasset, and ali the frontier from Mass-
achusetts to Maine. It was an indispensible gervice, but very hard
and unwelcome. _

Gov. Dudley would not trust any one but Hilton with thal buoei-
nesg, and he wrote him ‘*keep close to my orders and they will
keep you.” But ¢+ there’a a divinity that shapes our ends.” 'The
dauntless hero wag at last destroyed by the revengefol and deter-



