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was succored in his discontent and highly valued for his great
learning, and with their successors his children remain to this
day, in wealth and honor, retaining the titles of Northumberland
and Earls of Warwick and Leicester.”

In Imboft’s Regum I'ariumgue Magnaz DBritsnniee Historia
Genealogiea, 1800, the author says: *¢ Dugdale informs us ¢on-
cerning Robert Dudley that his father, the Earl of Leicester, is
said to huve declared bim, whe really was the sole heir of Lis
great Tamily and fortnnes, iflegifimaie, making that decluration
out of affection to and in favor of Laetitia Knowles.

Then after mentioning his voyages to Ameriea and honors con-
ferred by Essex and (Jueen Elizabeth, he saya: «8ir Robert, fail-
ing in a great struggle to establish his legilimacy, left England
for Italy, taking with him, dressed as his page, Flizabeth South-
well, duaghier of Sir Robert Soutbwell, & very beantifnl woman.

“8ir Robert Dudley atterwards turped Pupist and obtained a
dispensation from the Pope and married this Elizabeth Southwell.”*
Imhoff further states that tof the ebildren, whom he had by
Elizabeth Senihwell, Charles inberited the greatest part of his
property and took the title of Duke of Northumberland, murried
a lady of Picardy from the most noble family of the Gautfiers, by
whom he had many sons and daughtera.”

An Ttalian anthor, in 1821, publisbed at Florence. in pam phlet
form, some aceount of * Palazzo Di Koberto Dudley Emigeato
Inglese.” This unknown gentleman says, **Robert Dudley be-
came wealthy and, in 1613, bounght an estate of the Rucellai
family in the Parish of 8t. Pancras, and built him there a sub-
stantial palace, facing two streets newr the lodge of the Torna-
gninei.” He also says, * Sir Robert planned and exeenuted
entirely the Mole or Pier and Port of Leghorn, calling him the
tEarl of Warwick and Duke of Northumberland,” and that he
was the confidentinl friend and adviser of Duke Coswo II., who
employed him to execnte all those necessary works and improve-
ments required. «Ile was also skilled in philosophy, chemistry
and plysies,” says Dr. Cormachini, and perfeetly aequainted
with all branches of mathematies and the means of applying them
for the serviee and henefit of mankind.

He was not only the lavorite of princes, but the admiration of
the learned among whom he held a high rank.

He invented several methods for improving ships, introduced
new manufactares, induced the merchants Lo extend their foreign
commerce, drew many Ebnglish merchants to set up great houses
at the port of Leghorn, which he had not only raised ¢o a large,
splendid town, but proeured it to be deelared a free port.”



