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In regard to my principles on great weral and political ques-
tions, I beg leave to say, that time wnd the progress of events
have justified nearly every position I have ever occupled. 1 ad-
voeated the abolition of slavery very early, oppositiou v lotteries,
a perfectly free ballot, univ ersal snfifrage, democratie institutions,
toleration of all religions alike, no union of eliurch und state, free
schools and higher free institutions of learning, including free
text-books; free trade v the vecessavies of life :u.ul row msteriala
for manufucturers, the evolution philosophy, liberal laws in re-
gard to social institutions, marringe, divorce, ete., free investiga-
tion of all great questions of science, religion and law. 1 voled
with the free-soil and vepublican partics from the time they
were instituted till about 1872, 1 petivioned the legislature for
freer divoree laws, They bave siunce been so changed that a
divoree iz now granted for cruelty, negleet of supporl on the part
of the husband, confirmed drunkenness, three years’ desertiov,
instead of five, imprisonment for several years, joining the Shak-
ers, ete. I peliticned for the single, decret ballot, and we have it
in the Ausiralian law. 1 petifioned for a law to have & report
mace on the eondition of the town, county, parish and probate
records of Massachusetts, and belped to produce the report. The
procuring of that report was one of the prondest successes of my
life. It was wholly my idea, my coneeption and accomplishment
=0 far as the reform was concernud, but I cenlisted many promi-
uent men in the eause even before the lepisiative resolve was
obtained. 1 drew up a petition and sought advice from uoted
aotignavians, studied the laws of Fngland on the same subject,
and the laws of Mussachusetfs respecting records, corresponded
with persons in many places abont the condition of the public
records.  A. C. Goodell, Egg., who bad counsiderable nequaint-
wnee with probate records, registries of deeds and eourt records,
tool speciul interest in my petition and suggested importaut
tmeans 10 be used in the cause. He said we must not ask for
money, but trust to making a 1report at our owa expense. I went
to such men 55 ex-(Giovs. Rice, (aston and Claflin, Hon. §. E.
Sewail, E. 8. Toby, II. W. Paine, Nath’l J. Bradlee, Geo. W.
Nichols, Geoe. E. Ellig, Edward Avery, Philip H. Sears, Wm. H.
Whitmore, Stillman B. Allen, Carrell D, Wright, D. W. Gooch,
Lyman Mason, A. T. Perkins, etc., and tkey not only signed my
petition, tut gave me mueh credit for muking this effort for a
greatly needed reform; and several of them said it was the
strangesi thing in the world that such a report had not been made
long ago, beeafee now, when suggesied to them, it sppeared that
there wis no public interest in ‘the whole commonswealth of such
importance, that hud been so much neglected, ai the publisking of
a direclory and deseription of the public records, to identify each
volume and show its present condition, whether defaced or badly



