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LORRAIN COLLINS.

T ORRAIN was also known as Laura Collins. Her husband was the son of Roger-^"^
Wolcott, who was Governor of Connecticut in 1751. He was a graduate

of Yale College in 1747; Sheriff of Litchfield County in 1751; Counsellor in 1774;

Major-General of Militiaduring the Revolutionary War; was one of the signers of the
Declaration of Independence; in 1784 and 1785 a commissioner to arrange terms of
peace withthe "Six Nations." From 1786 was annually elected Lieutenant-Governor
till1796, when he was chosen Governor.

One historian says of Lorrain: "She was a discreet woman of great merit."
Another says: "In the arduous duties in which he (her husband) was engaged during
the Revolutionary War, he was well supported by his wife, who, during his almost
constant absence from home, educated their children and conducted the domestic
concerns of the family, including the management of a small farm, with a degree of
fortitude, perseverance, frugality and intelligence equal to that which in the best days
of ancient Rome distinguished their most illustrious matrons. Had itnot been for
her aid, his public services could not have been rendered without involving a total
sacrifice- of the interests of his family; with her aid, his house was a seat of comfort
and hospitality, and by means of her assistance he retained during life a small estate,

a part of which was a patrimonial inheritance."
Her son, Oliver (1760-1833), a lawyer, was Secretary of the United States

Treasury (1795-1800); afterward Circuit Judge till1802, and from 1818 to 1827, Gov-
ernor of Connecticut. One of her descendants, Hon. Ed. Wolcott, is now (1897)
United States Senator from Colorado.

Her daughter, Laura, married William Mosely, of Hartford.

Mariaim became the wife of Chauncey Goodrich, of Hartford.

Her mother, the widow of Captain Daniel Collins, was for many years an inmate
of her home in Litchfield,and was buried in the burial ground in that village. The
tombstone has chiseled upon it:

"Inmemory ofLois Collins, relictof Capt. Daniel Collins, of

Guilford, who died January 4th, 1786, aged 66."

The portrait of Lorrain was by Earle. It is the property of J. H. Wolcott, of
Boston. The half-tone in this book was from an engraving made from the oilpainting
by C. H. Smith, of Brooklyn.

Lorrain was buried in Litchfield. On her monument is the Latin inscription:
Nullius addictus jurare in verba magistri.

This would indicate that she had her opinions and the courage of them, as became
the wife of a patriot General of the Revolution and signer of the Declaration of
Independence.


