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RAMBLING STUDIES INPROVIDENCE.

"GARCH."

Some forty to fiftymiles to the southwest of Boston, at the head of
Narragansett Bay, stands the staid city of Providence, in the>state of
Rhode Island, a quiet, contented, respectable city, whose inhabitants,
seemingly to all intents and purposes, attend peacefully to such concerns,
business, social and moral, as become any we 1-regulated community.

Sixteen years after the landing of the "Mayflower" at Plymouth,
Roger Williams

—
an earnest disputatious young preacher

—
because of

slight differences of opinion with his neighbors, found it desirable to
give up his lease in Salem, Mass., and he in consequence inserted a
"want" advertisement inone of the penny daily papers, receiving in re-
ply a mass of heterogeneous offers, calls, etc., etc., of which he finally
settled upon that of his old Indian chums Canonicus aud Miantonomoh
of a chance to settle on land of theirs near the Seekonk river and work
his way up; the result of which move is the present city of Provi-
dence.

Much interest has always been evinced as to the early home of Wil-
liams, and owing to the great antiquity of the custom of making "Welsh"
rarebits over the huge oak log fires, which custom was first instituted
by Williams, as several credible persons depose, and owing also to
several equally convincing and pertinent arguments, until quite recently
it has always been tacitly understood in our section of the town that
Mr. Williams came from Wales.

But, one by one, the cherished illusions that we have hugged, idol-
ized and disseminated are slowly evaporating in smoke, and the relent-
less and irreverent hands of latter-day historians convince us reluctantly
that he was from London.

However this may be, Roger chose an inclement season for travelling :

itwas a time prior to hourly trains, broomstick cars, and palace steam-
ers and to us of to-day itwould seem that he must have sorely missed
a good warming-pan nights

—
instead of which he had fain to content

himself by warming his hands and feet over his flintand steel. In ad-
dition to his birthplace, the inquirer has heretofore been wholly in the
dark as to the personal appearance of Roger Williams;it is now the
author's proud joy to state authoritatively that he was of medium height,

(84)


