
93A CENTURY OE LOWELL.

was constructed at a cost of about half a million of dollars, as the in-
creased use of water had caused the current inthe old canal to become
so great as to diminish the effective head. The work was done under
the personal supervision of J. B.Francis, the engineer of the company,
a gentleman to whom Lowell owes much for his skill as an engineer and
his enterprise as. a ckizen and business man.

At about this time a change was made in the tenure of the water
power, by which the different corporations became joint owners of it.

Lowell is inseparably connected with the railroad interests of the
country, the Boston &Lowell railroad being the first opened for travel
ivMassachusetts (1835).

To write of each industry now located inLowell would make a library,
but a summary of the textile and kindred industries may be of interest.

No. of Yds. m'f'd
Cotton. spindles. weekly. Capital.

*Also 20,000 dozen hosiery and 1,500 dozen underwear

One of the foremost industries of the city is the Lowell Machine Shop,
the largest manufacturers of cotton machinery inthe United States, their
capital being $900,000, giving employment to 1,500 men, the weekly
pay rollamounting to over $12,000, the company's buildings covering
nearly 13 acres, and the annual capacity of the shops sufficient to equip
with machinery a millof one hundred and sixty thousand spindles.

The industries above enumerated have a combined capital of fourteen
million, two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, give employment to
over twenty thousand people, pay out over one hundred and twenty
thousand dollars weekly, run 905,898 spindles and 26,569 looms, con-
sume 2,319,000 pounds of cotton and 120,000 pounds of woolper week,
80,000 tons of coal annually, and produce weekly over 5,000,000 yards
of cotton cloth, over 1,500,000 yards of printed, 75,000 yards of car-
pot, 12,500 yards of woolen cloth, and also the machinery stated,.- -

There are many other important textile and allied industries at
Lowell, but such a catalogue as a list of them would hardly interest
the average reader.
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