
HENRY WHITE AND HIS FAMILY

Tradition assigns to the family of White a Welsh origin. The
earliest record of it, however, locates itat Denham, near Uxbridge,
Buckinghamshire, England. The archives of the Herald's Office con-
tain a grant of arms fb-fehe family in 1584. They are thus blazoned :.
Shield, azure, three roses argent, two above and one below. Crest, a
lion's head couped, argent.

The American branch of the family settled in the province of Mary-
land at quite an early period ; the father of Henry White, the subject
of this sketch, who was a Colonel in the British army, joined his uncle
in that colony, emigrating from England in1712.

Henry White, according to the family account, was born in America
but received his education inEngland. He later returned to this country
and established himself as a merchant in New York,and his kinsmen in
Maryland dying out he fellheir to their property. He first appears on
the busy scene of colonial trade ina petition dated May 8, 1756, for leave
to ship bread to South Carolina for the use of the navy. He was then
acting as agent of Samuel Bowman, Jr., and Jo. Yates, of Charleston.
The war with France, after a hollow truce of several years, had just
broken out afresh and the authorities had imposed restrictions on the
export even of home products to neighboring colonies. The trade in
English goods between them was never permitted. The next year he
was engaged in the importation of the ,usual varieties of European
goods from London and Bristol,his store being in King street.

On the 13th May, 1761, he married Eve Van Cortlandt, daughter ol
Frederick and granddaughter of Jacobus Van Cortlandt, the founder
of the younger branch of that family. The Van Cortlandt family was
one of the wealthiest and most important of the colony, and the branch
withwhich young White connected himself had largely added to its
wealth and influence by intermarriage with that of Philipse, whose exten-

sive manor of Philipsborough, in Westchester County, extended from
the Harlem River on the south nearly to the south line of the manor of
Cortlandt on the north, and from the Hudson on the west to the Bronx on
the east. He is now found extending his commercial operations and the
owner of the Moro, a sloop whose heavy armament of ten guns indicates
that she was employed in privateering, the favorite business of the time.
This alliance with the Van Cortlandts secured the fortune of the young


