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a life interest in this estate, and, failing issue to him,a life estate to his
nephew Augustus Van Cortlandt Bibby, and remainder to the eldest son
him surviving. This nephew was a son of his sister Augusta, who had
married Dr. Edward N. Bibby, whose father, Captain Thomas Bibby,
an officer on the Staff of General Fraser, had secured an exchange
after the Convention at Saratoga, and established himself in New York.
Henry Van Cortlandt did not long enjoy the property ;he died without
issue the year of his inheritance, when it passed into the hands of Mr.
Augustus Van Cortlandt (Bibby). With the old estate, and the name
maintained by careful provision, also passed "

Cortlandt House," near
Kingsbridge, the residence of the family, and one of the most interesting
relics of the colonial period. The history of this house, a view of which
as itappears to-day accompanies this sketch, is fullof romantic interest.

The old mansion of Jacobus Van Cortlandt was destroyed by fire
about 1748, when the present, a large stone dwelling-house, was erected
by Frederick Van Cortlandt. Built on a plateau on the eastern slope of
the river chain of hills, it commands an extensive interior view. The
long and smiling vale of Yonkers stretches beneath it,and to the south-
ward the placid landscape ends in the Fordham heights. The ground in
front was artificially terraced and ornamented after the old French man-
ner of gardening, with large box trees and hedges, with here and there
small sheets of water and diminutive fountains.

The interior isnot less quaint and interesting. The windows are old-
fashioned and the dispositions of the upper stories odd. An air of old-
time, which would have charmed the heart of Hawthorne, still per-
vades the whole building, which bears its date in iron figures on its
gables. In the library there are several portraits, one of the most
interesting of which is of a Mr. Badcock, a friend of Mr. White, the
son of the subject of this sketch. Another is the celebrated portrait
of Henry White by John Singleton Copley, from which the engraving
which accompanies this sketch is taken. The attitude is fine and the
coloring wonderful in its fidelity. The warm flesh tints bear unerring
witness to a reasonable indulgence in

"generous wine that maketh glad
he heart of man

"
and heightens nature's hues.

The Philipse Manor was all historic ground. When the Provincial
Convention adjourned in August, 1776, from Harlem to Fishkill, the
Committee of Safety, which held daily sessions in the interim, stopped
here and held an important meeting on the Manor. When New York
was in the hands of the British the Hessian Jagers had a picket
guard on the ground and the officers were garrisoned in the house.


