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Washington dined at Cortlandt House in 1781, when he made his
famous feint upon the British lines, and many a skirmish took place
between the patriots and De Lancey's loyal Refugee Corps, the French,
and the Hessians, and here occurred the bitter struggle between the
Stockbridge Indians, who had joined Washington, and the Queen's
Rangers, under Colonel Simcoe.

There are other details of the old house that deserve a passing notice.
To the beauty of its outward surroundings and inward adornments there
was added a famous cellar. The r6gime was that usual in the good
old days of Madeira and Port when annual provision was made by cask,
the old,and half old,being refilled in the order of their succession. This
was the earlier fashion. Later, demijohns of famous vintages, under the
name of their importers or the vessel which brought them, took the
place of this primaeval practice. Then the well-stored vaults held
Blackburn, March and Benson, Page, Convent, White and other well-
known importations of Madeira, in rich profusion ; and the

"
White

"
Port held undisputed rank. Nor must the "Resurrection" Madeira
be forgotten, so called because buried during the Revolution and
dug up at its close. Here the uncovering of the brilliant mahogany,
and the toast of

"
Absent friends and Sweethearts," was the signal for

a merry bout, where convivial songs added to the charm of the occa-
sion and flinching was not allowed. We have heard of a deser-
ter who, seeking to escape "

the glass too much," broke from the festive
hall, took the porch steps at a bound, and followed down the lane by
the whole company in hot pursuit, and to the cry of view-halloo

"
with

one brave bound cleared the gate," and a five-barred gate at that."
Old times are changed, old manners gone ;" but stranger and friend

alike still meet from the erect and stately host the same elegant cordiality,
and it willbe a marvel indeed if he do not find that Cortland House
and the White vintages alike deserve their fame.

Two of the Sons of Henry White entered the British service : the
elder, John Chambers White, was commissioned in the navy, rose to
the rank of Vice-Admiral of the White, and was made Knight Com-
mander of the Bath, June 29, 1841. Frederick Van Cortlandt White
received the commission of Ensign 19 Feb., 1781 ;was made Colonel of
the First Regiment of Foot Guards (the Grenadier Guards) 1Jan., 1805,
and Major-General 25 July, 1810. On the army registers his name ap-
pears as Frederic C. and sometimes as Frederic Charles, but this latter
is an error. Both these officers lived in London, and are now dead.
Of his daughters, Ann was married to Doctor afterwards Sir John


